JEWS  IN  ITALY 

A  MINISTER'S  CREDO 

A  NEW  TYPE  OF  HISTORY 

"PROFESSOR  MAMLOCK" 

SCHOLOM  ASCH  ON  THE 
JEWISH  BOOK 

MAGAZINE  DIGEST 

JEWISH  NEWS  IN  REVIEW 


JUNE 


1937 


FROM  SEARS  -  BROOKLYN : 

Greetings  to  the  Delegates 
of  the  Annual  Convention 

Zionist  Organization  of  cAmerica 
Zionist  Organization  of  America 


HARRY  MARCUS 

Delegate 
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Co-Chairman — Louis  D.  Bran- 
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The  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon 
us,  the  delegates  to  the  Fortieth 
National  Convention.  For  in  our 
hands  are  decisions  of  such  far- 
flung  scope,  magnitude  and  import 
thcl  future  generations  may  look 
back  upon  our  deliberations  and  acts 
and  mark  from  them  the  beginning 
of  a  new  epoch  in  Palestine. 

This  is  a  grave,  a  critical  hour 
in  the  history  of  our  People — one  in 
which  we  must  have  the  wisest  and 
coolest  of  heads — the  most  search- 
ing and  most  daring  of  analyses — 
the  strongest  and  most  positive  of 
acts.  We  must  call  the  attention  of 
all  the  nations  of  all  the  world  to 
the  road  we  shall  here  decide  to 
travel. 

HARRY  MARCUS. 


SEARS— BROOKLYN  JEWISH  EMPLOYEES  GREET  DELEGATES 


We,  the  undersigned  Jewish  employees  of  the 
Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.,  Brooklyn  store  at  Bed- 
ford Avenue  and  Beverly  Road,  cordially  wel- 
come delegates  to  the  Zionist  Convention  in 


New  York,  and  hope  that  your  stay  will  be 
a  profitable  one  for  the  Zionist  cause.  We 
invite  you  to  use  our  store  as  your  head- 
quarters during  your  stay. 
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FORTY  YEARS  of  AMERICAN  ZIONISM 


Till'",  convention  ol  the  Zionist 
Organization  of  America,  to  be 
held  in  New  York  beginning 
jinie  ibtli.  ordinarily  wontd  have  been 
given  over  to  celebrate  the  fortieth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
movement  which  took  place  in  18' '7. 

Events  that  nia\  be  of  grave  con- 
sequence to  Zionism  make  it  neces- 
sary to  relegate  the  jubilation  to  an 
obscure  jjlace  in  the  program  of  the 
conxention.  The  report  of  the  Roval 
Commission  may  or  may  not  make  its 
appearance  by  the  time  the  delegates 
assemble  at  the  Hotel  Roosvelt.  In  the 
meantime,  Zionist  public  opinion  is 
enervated  by  conflicting  rumors  eman- 
atnig  one  day  from  London  and  the 
following  day  from  Jerusalem. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  impres- 
sion that  whatever  recommendations 
the  commission  may  make,  the  rebuild- 
ing of  Palestine  will  receive  a  serious 
setback.  This  spirit  of  pessimism  in 
lewish  ranks  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
our  unfortunate  experience  with  pre- 
viovis  commissions. 

And  yet,  despite  all  the  setbacks  in 
the  past,  the  Jews  have  gone  ahead 
witli  their  work  of  reclaiming  the 
land  and  will  go  on  in  the  future. 

Rabbi  Hillel  Silver,  in  his  brilliant 
address  dehvered  at  the  United  Pale.- 
tine  Appeal  dinner  held  in  the  Brook- 
lyn Tewish  Center,  stressed  this  point 
when  he  said : 

■'If  a  government  whom  we  trust- 
ed, and  whose  pledge  was  enforced  by 
international  agreement  intends  to  go 
hack  on  its  word,  we  have  no  armies 
or  navies  to  send  against  it;  we  will 
not  and  shall  not  resort  to  physical 
violence.  We  will  say  we  cannot  ac- 
cept it.  We  shall  wait  for  a  new  ori- 
entation for  the  recognition  of  our 
just  claims  for  the  whole  of  Palestine. 
We  must  not  yield  to  any  compro- 
mises. We  ask  for  no  concessions,  ^\'e 
ask  for  the  right  to  keep  the  doors  of 
Palestine  open  to  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands who  want  to  go  there  to  escape 
liersecution." 


"We  do  not  have  to  complete  the 
job  today.  All  we  ask  is  the  right  to 
i)uild  the  country  which  has  been  ne- 
glected for  centuries." 

The  Jews  of  Palestine,  too,  are  not 
dismayed  by  news  of  possible  restric- 
tions to  their  work.  They  are  un- 
daunted in  their  resolve  to  rebuild 
Eretz  Israel  in  the  face  of  all  obstacles. 
Their  optimism  is  as  amazing  as  the 
record  they  have  achieved  in  the  field 
of  colonizaton  during  the  past  forty 
years. 

The  coming  Zionist  Convention  will 
have  accomplished  its  purpose  if  it 
will  succeed  in  creating  a  spirit  of  oj)- 
timism  and  courage  to  match  that  of 
the  Jews  in  the  Holv  Land. 

-J.  G. 


CHILDRENS'  CAMPS  AND 
THE  JEWISH  CHILD 

WITHIN  a  week  or  so  thou- 
sands of  Jewish  children  will 
leave  their  homes  to  spend 
the  summer  months  in  camps.  The 
institution  of  camping  has  grown  in 
l^jpularity,  and  we  can  well  appre- 
ciate the  reasons  that  are  responsible 
for  this  tremendous  growth.  For  eight 
or  nine  weeks  the  child  enjoys  the 
beauties  of  nature  and  the  benefits  of 
outdoor  life  under  the  supervision  of 
expert  guides  and  directors. 

We  wonder,  however,  how  many 
parents  have  g\\en  thought  to  the  Jew- 
ish aspect  of  camping.  If  the  child 
enjoys  a  Jewish  training  at  home  and 
in  a  Hebrew  School,  this  training 
ma\-  be  nullified  if  he  happens  to  go 
to  a  Camp  where  a  contrary  spirit 
prevails.  On  the  other  hand,  a  camp 
where  Jewishness  is  in  evidence,  where 
the  directors  latre  trained  in  Jewish 
life  and  problems,  can  be  of  inesti- 
mable value  in  inculcating  Jewish 
ideals  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  the 
child. 

W'e  hope  and  trust  that  parents  will 
begin  to  consider  these  phases  of  camp 
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life.  Just  as  they  are  interested  in 
learning  the  physical  qualifications  of 
the  camp,  let  parents  aljso  consider 
their  Jewish  qualifications,  and  the 
child  will  derive  that  benefit  from  hi.'- 
or  her  summer  vacation  which  ma\ 
])rove  of  extreme  value  in  their  Jewish 
Hfe.  —I.  H.  L. 


FOR  AN  IMAGINATIVE 
JEWISH  WORLDS'  FAIR 
EXHIBIT 

WliENE\  ER  Jewish  participa- 
tum  in  the  New  York  Worlds" 
Fair  is  disctissed  the  oi)inioii 
is  almo>t  in.-tinctively  expressed  that 
the  Jewish  exhibit  should  reveal  Jew- 
ish achievements  in  this  country  and 
the  role  Jews  have  played  in  the  up- 
building of  the  United  States. 

Of  course  the  exhibit  should  show 
this.  But  that  will  be  quite  a  routine 
contribution  to  the  Fair,  no  matter 
how  well  planned.  It  will  be  regarded 
respectfully  but  with  not  particular  in- 
([uisitiveness  because  most  of  us  are 
acquainted  with  the  essentials  of  Ame- 
rican history,  and  certainly  each  racial 
group  in  this  country  has  well  cata- 
logued its  historical  American  accom- 
plishments. 

\\\'  should  use  more  imagination  in 
creating  this  exhibit.  Jews  have  been 
consi)icuously  successful  in  develo]'- 
ing  and  staging  eaitertainments  and 
art  enterprises.  There  is  no  reason 
w  hy  these  theatrical  talents  should  no- 
be  exceptionally  utilized  to  make  the 
Jewish  exhibit  not  only  inspiring  and 
stimulating  but  unusual  and  arresting- 
ly  attractive.  — J.  K. 


Members  of  the  Editorial  Board 
for  the  Reyiery 


Louis  J.  Gribetz,  Cliairiiwn 
Joseph  Goldberg 
Joseph  Kaye 
Dr.  Israel  H.  Levinthal 

Lester  Lyons 

W'illiam  I.  Siegel 
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AS  I  leave  Brooklyn  to  take  resi- 
dence in  Connecticut,  1  am  glad 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  genial 
brotherliness  and  kindliness  of  my 
neighbors  at  the  Jewish  Center  under 
the  leadership  of  Rabbi  Levinthal. 
For  some  time  now  I  have  received 
the  magazine  of  the  Jewish  Center, 
and  ha\e  found  in  it  many  enlighten- 
ing articles.  1  am  glad  to  contribute 
my  own  personal  testimony  and  con- 
viction concerning  the  relations  of 
Christians  and  Jews. 

1  have  a  few  deep-running  convic- 
tions. 

1.  j\ly  faith  and  life  are  centered 
in  God,  and  the  God  I  worship  and 
whose  will  I  endeavor  to  make  my  own 
is  one  God,  the  Creator  of  the  earth, 
the  Father  of  all  mankind.  I  feel  that 
our  hopes  for  peace  and  justice  and 
brotherhood  in  the  world  depend  upon 
our  belief  in  the  unity,  the  creative 
activity  and  the  fatherhood  of  God. 

If  God  is  one  and  all  men  are  his 
children,  any  philosophy  which  is 
based  on  race,  blood  or  soil,  is  built 
on  sand  and  cannot  endure  perman- 
ently. 

2.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  group- 
ing of  human  beings  that  casts  a  stig- 
ma on  individuals  because  they  belong- 
to  the  group  is  ever  true.  Especially 
is  this  so  when  we  consider  the  group- 
ings of  race  or  religion  or  color.  Each 
individual  is 'a  child  of  God  and  should 
be  judged  by  no  one  but  himself. 

3.  If  God  is  one  and  no  groups  can 
be  damned  or  glorified  "in  toto,"  then 
the  passion  of  our  lives  should  be  to 
break  down  barriers  and  build  up 
every  influence,  organization  and  con- 
viction which  will  make  for  the  unity 
and  the  peace  of  mankind.  To  attain 
this  end  certain  steps  must  be  taken. 

It  should  be  our  endeavor  to  under- 
stand groups  that  have  a  different  her- 
itage or  tradition  than  our  own.  The 
reason  why  other  people  act  the  way 
they  do  is  not  because  they  are  born 
Jews  or  Germans  or  Russians  or  Ne- 
groes, but  mainly  because  of  the  his- 
tory back  of  them  and  the  environ- 
ment around  them.  Kipling  wrote: 
"East  is  east,  and  west  is  west, 
And  never  the  twain  shall  meet." 
— -but  I  believe  that  the  Chinese  or  the 
Hindu  acts  the  way  he  does  not  be- 
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REV.  ALAN  M.  FAIRBANK 

cause  he  has  a  different  blood  inherit- 
ance, but  because  dirough  hundreds  of 
years  traditions  and  ways  of  acting 
have  been  ingrained  in  his  life.  The 
Jew  passionately  desires  advancement 
in  the  professions  and  in  business  be- 
cause for  centuries  he  has  been  o\>- 


pressed  and  held  down  and  restricted. 
I'^en  Hitler's  Germany  we  all  realize 
is  the  result  of  the  unjust  and  harsli 
treatment  of  Germany  by  their  con 
(juering  foes,  the  Allies.  Tu  under- 
stand is  to  love.  Hate  is  built  uiiou 
{  Continued  on  Page  23) 


VIEWS  ON  JEWISH  PARTICIPATION 
IN  WORLDS  FAIR 


{In  a  recent  issue  of  tlie  Review  the 
form  of  Jezcish  participation  in  the 
Xew  York  World's  Fair  zvas  dis- 
cussed. Among  the  editorials  from 
other  publications  thai  follozued  the 
two  belozv  zvill  be  of  interest. — Edi- 
tor.) 

A  JEWISH  EXHIBIT 

THE  Reconstructionist  of  April  30. 
raises  an  important  question  when 
it  warns  against  allowing  the  Jewish 
exhibit  at  the  New  York  World  Fair 
of  1939  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  as- 
similationists  and  philanthropists. 

That  American  Jewry  is  deserving 
of  a  display  of  its  achievements  at  the 
World  Fair  is  not  questioned  by  any 
Jewish  group  nor  by  the  Fair  authori- 
ties.. Such  an  exhibit  may  be  made 
part  of  the  proposed  Temple  of  Reli- 
gious Liberty  suggested  some  weeks 
ago  by  Mr.  Michael  \\  illiams  and  sec- 
onded by  Mayor  La  Gardia.  Since 
the  lines  of  religious  division  very  of- 
ten coincide  with  ethnic  groupings,  it 
may  be  possible  to  convert  an  exhibit 
of  various  religious  denominations 
into  one  devoted  to  the  social,  cultural 
and  religious  achievements  of  the  re- 
spective ethnic  groups.  There  may 
even  be  an  opportunity  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  special  Jewish  pavillion 
if  the  Jews,  who  represent  one  fourth 
of  New  York's  population,  make  the 
proper  representations. 

The  Jewish  exhibit  can  serve  not 
only  as  a  means  of  Jewish  self-enlight- 
enment, but,  what  is  more  important, 
as  an  instrument  of  enlightening  our 
neighbors  on  the  positive  and  construc- 
tive achievements  of  American  Jewry. 
In  that  sense  a  truly  representative 
exhibit  would  accomplish  much  more 
than  many  a  g(M)d-v\ill  and  mutual  un- 
derstanding conference.   In  cases  deal- 


ing with  Jewish  defense  various  Jew- 
ish organizations  together  with  the 
press,  the  theatre,  literature,  have 
readily  united  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mon action. 

— The  Congress  iUdlclin 

AVOID  MISTAKES! 

IX  1939  there  will  be  a  World's  Fair 
in  Xew  York  City.  Plans  for  this 
\ast  undertaking,  which  will  be  held 
in  observance  of  the  150th  anniversary 
of  the  inauguration  of  George  \Vash- 
ington  as  the  first  President,  are  in 
process  of  formulation.  All  sorts  of 
exhibits  are  being  considered. 

In  view  of  the  historic  importance 
of  this  great  exposition  American 
Jewry  ought  not  to  miss  the  oppor- 
tunity to  set  up  a  Jewish  exhibit  at  the 
Fair.  What  the  Jewish  exhibit  should 
consist  of.  who  should  determine  its 
nature,  and  content,  are  questions  f)f 
\ital  import  that  ought  not  to  be  de- 
cided hastily.  They  require  sound 
thinking  and  social  vision.  And  they 
should  not  be  entrusted  to  a  group  of 
self-appointed  leaders. 

It  seems  to  us  that  a  Jewish  exhibit 
at  the  World's  Fair  is  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  the  creation  of 
an  independent  Jewish  authoritv  com- 
prised of  re])resentatives  of  every 
viewpoint  and  interest  in  Jewish  life. 
The  exhibit  ought  to  reflect  Jewish 
history  in  America  for  the  last  cen- 
tury and  a  half.  To  do  that  it  is  es- 
sential that  Jewish  educators  and  his- 
torians as  well  as  philanthropists  and 
communal  leaders  have  a  voice  in  cre- 
ating the  Jewish  exhibit.  Let  us  not  re- 
])eat  the  mistake  that  made  the  Jewish 
exhibit  at  the  Chicago  Fair  in  1933  an 
insignificant   little  thing. 

— N.  Y.  Jewish  News 
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JEWS  IN  ITALY 


by  DR.  ELIAS  N.  RABINOWITZ 


THE  history  of  the  ItaHau  Jews 
does  not  stir  our  imagination  as 
does  the  story  of  Spanish  Jewry, 
or  the  stories  of  the  Khineland  and 
the  I'ohsh  Je\\•^.  Itahan  Jewish  hi>t(»iy 
does  not  possess  the  poetry  and  the 
glamour  of  the  Spanish  period,  nor  the 
sentiment,  devotion  and  concentration 
of  the  era  of  Rashi  and  the  Tosa- 
phists,  nor  the  unity  anfl  construct- 
iveness  of  the  Pohsh  period.  Yet  Ita- 
han Jewry  has  phixecl  a  \ery  imjiort- 
ant  role  in  the  past,  has  contributed 
much  toward  Jewish  development  and 
has  given  us  some  outstanding  person- 
alities, some  brilliant  luminaries  in  the 
galaxy  of  Jewish  scholarship.  The 
tirst  Jewish  physician  to  write  on  a 
medical  subject  away  back  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  10th  century,  a  millenium 
ago,  was  an  Italian  Jew,  Shabetai 
Donolo.  The  first  Jewish  lexicogra- 
pher, upon  whose  work  all  subsequent 
i'alnuidic  and  Rabl-.inic  studies  are,  to 
a  considerable  extent  based,  was  an  Ita- 
lian Jew  of  the  1 1th  century,  R.  Nathan 
B.  Jehiel  of  Rome.  Coming  down 
closer  to  our  own  times,  it  is  note- 
worthy that,  excepting  some  sporadic 
attempts,  on  the  part  of  Spanish  com- 
mentators, notably  Ibn  Ezra,  Kiinli 
and  Ralbag,  the  first  serious  effort 
at  literary  criticism  of  Biblical  and 
Rabbinic  literature  was  made  by  an 
Italian  Jew  of  the  16th  century,  Aza- 
riah  dei  Rossi  in  his  Meor  Enaim. 
Two  centuries  later  it  was  an  Italian 
Jew  who  was  the  founder,  we  may 
say,  of  the  modern  Hebrew  .style :  the 
talented  saint  and  scholar.  R.  Moses 
Haim  Luzzato,  author  of  the  Mesi- 
lath  Jesharina.  A  century  later  anoth- 
er Luzzato.  Samuel  David,  distantly 
related  to  R.  Moses  Haim, — Shadel 
as  he  is  known  to  all  Hebrew  scholars, 
— was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  so- 
called,  "Jewish  Science,"  and  forms 
an  important  link  in  the  chain  of  Jew- 
ish scholarship  between  the  old  tradi- 
tion and  the  new  enlightenment,  "Has- 
kalah." 

In  so  far  as  Jewish  culttiral  con- 
tributions are  concerned,  the  Italian 
Jew  has  done  very  little.  It's  true  that 
some  exceptions  may  be  noted.  It  was 
an  Italian  Jew,  the  late  Dr.  Sabatto 
Morals,  a  native  of  Livoruv  (Leg- 
horn) who  left  an  indelible  impres- 
sion on  American  Jewry  in  the  found- 
ing of  the  Jewish  Theological  Semina- 
ry of  America,  and  whose  influence  was 
even  greater  because  of  the  stamp  of 


his  kindly,  t)enevolent,  even  saintly 
personality  on  his  generation  of  Jews 
ni  Philadelphia,  where  for  a  period  of 
almost  a  half  century  he  acted  as  min- 
ister and  spiritual  leader  of  the  Span- 
ish-Portugese Congragation  "Mickweh 
Israel,"  and  elsewhere.  Another  cultur- 
al contribution  to  the  Jewish  world 
by  an  Italian  Jew  in  recent  years  was 
the  publication  of  "The  History  of  the 
Jews  of  Florence"  by  Humberto  Cas- 
suto,  a  book  highly  acclaimed  in  Ital- 
ian literary  circles.  The  author,  a  dis- 
tinguished scholar,  was  the  recipient 
of  an  award  from  the  "Academia  dei 
Lincei".'  Isolated  examples  of  Italian 
influence  on  the  general  Jewish  out- 
look may,  perhaps,  be  discovered  here 
and  there. 

-Mthough  the  Italian  Jewry  is  the 
oldest  on  European  soil,  it  was  always, 
it  seems,  limited  in  numbers.  There 
were  Jews  in  ancient  Rome  as  early  as 
the  Alaccabean  period,  and  there  was 
a  well-established  Jewish  colony  in 
Rome  during  the  time  of  Cicero.  It 
is  true,  as  Benito  Mussolini  has  pointed 
out  in  one  of  his  public  addresses, 
that  Jews  participated  in  the  funeral 
of  Julius  Ceasar  and  were  among  his 
most  grieved  mourners. 

The  Jewish  population  of  Italy 
must  have  been  considerably  enlarged 
through  the  conquest  of  Judea.  In 
fact,  there  is  a  tradition  among  the 
Italian  Jews  that  the  famous  De  Rossi 
family  was  transported  to  Italy  from 
Jerusalem  by  Titus. 

Although  there  w^ere  occasional  per- 
secutions, and  finally  a  segregation  of 
the  Jews  to  the  Ghettoes  in  the  Ital- 
ian city  states,  nevertheless  the  Italian 
Jews  fared  better  than  their  co-reli- 
gionists elsewhere ;  there  was  neither 
such  tragic  cruelty  as  displayed  in  the 
expulsion  from  Sj^ain  nor  that  ruth- 
lessness  characteristic  of  the  German, 
French  and  later  of  the  Russian  per- 
secutions. 

The  Jewish  population  of  Italy  was 
])robably  never  very  large.  There  was 
at  one  time  a  considerable  influx  of 
.Sephardic  Jews,  immediately  after  the 
expulsions  from  Spain  and  Portugal. 
The}'  settled  particularly  in  Tuscany 
and  \^enetia  and  brought  with  them 
much  wejilth  and  distinction,  espec- 
ially to  the  cities  ofLivorno,  in  the 
Florentine  state,  and  Padua,  in  the 
Venetian  Republic.  The  extent  of  this 


immigration  may  still  be  noticed  in 
the  names  of  Spanish  origin  among 
the  Italian  Jews.  But  the  increase  in 
population,  as  we  reckon  populations  in 
our  time,  was  rather  negligible.  The 
Jewish  population  of  Italy  at  the  pre- 
sent time  is  hardly  over  70,000,  out 
of  an  entire  population  of  approxi- 
mately 45,000,000,  or  one  to  every 
600.  Alilan  has  the  largest  Jewish 
community,  about  8000,  and  that  is 
only  one-half  of  1  per  cent  of  tlie  en- 
tire population.  Trieste  has  the  largest 
percentage  of  Jews,  6500  in  a  popu- 
lation of  250,000.  That  is  a  little  more 
than  two  per  cent.  This  is  not  sur- 
prising when  we  remember  that  Trieste 
was  part  of  the  Austrian  Empire  un- 
til after  the  (World  War.  Tuscany 
has  a  considerable  Jewish  population, 
especially  the  cities  of  Florence  and 
Livorno,  as  also  has  Padua,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  V'enetia.  Southern  Italy  has 
few  Jews.  The  large  city  of  Naples, 
with  its  population  of  almost  1,000,000, 
has  barely  1000  Jews.  Sicily,  which 
at  one  time  had  a  very  flourishing 
community  of  Sephardic  Jews,  now 
has  about  1000  jews  in  the  entire 
island.  In  Sardinia  there  are  approx- 
imately 200  Jews. 

The  attitude  of  the  average  Italian 
Jew  is  that  he  is  first  an  Italian  and 
then  a  Jew.  This  is  clearly  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  Zionist  periodical, 
"Israel",  published  for  many  years  in 
Florence,  had  hardly  any  circulation. 
No  distinctive  characteristics  of  the 
Italian  Jew  can  be  noticed  outwardly. 
They  have  the  same  appearance,  speak 
the  same  language,  pursue  the  same 
trades  of  professions.  Occasionally, 
you  may  be  able  to  recognize  a  Jew 
by  his  given  name,  but  there  are  also 
many  genuine  Italians  by  the  name  of 
Ginsette  (Joseph )  or  Giacomo  (Ja- 
cob ) .  Some  proper  names  indicate 
their  Spanish,  German  or  Polish  ori- 
gin. There  is  a  greater  similarity  be- 
tween the  Jews  and  Catholics  of  N^rth 
Italy  than  there  is  between  the  Jews 
of  Northern  and  Southern  Italy.  This 
conijjarison,  however  is  hardy  valid 
becau.se  the  number  of  Jews  in  the 
South  of  the  peninsula  is  so  small. 
We  can  quite  correctly  state  that  the 
Italian  Jew  differs  from  his  non-Jew- 
ish neighbor  only  in  that,  instead  of 
attending  mass  on  Sunday,  the  Jew 
{Continued  on  Next  Page) 
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somctiiucs  visits  his  Temple  on  Sat- 
urday. 

It  must  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the 
ItaHan  Jew  that  he  is  proud  of  his 
Hebraic  heritage.  The  Roman  Jews 
are  proud  of  their  l)eautiful  Synago- 
gogue  as  also  are  the  Jews  of  Florence. 
All  through  Italy,  wherever  there  is  a 
substantial  community  of  Jews,  there 
are  Temples  of  dignihed  appearance 
and  of  respectable  proportions.  Italy 
has  about  100  Synagogues,  some  of 
exceptional  beauty.  To  show  how  the 
Italian  Jews  reverence  their  tradition 
we  may  cite  the  fact  that  in  the  small 
town  of  Fossano,  in  i'iedmont,  inhab- 
ited by  only  twelve  Jews,  there  is  a 
fine  synagogal  structure,  the  gift  of 
a  pious  and  wealthy  Jew. 

In  Rome  there  was  incorporated  in 
1920  what  we  may  term  a  "Union  of 
Hebrew  Schools  and  Communal  In- 
stitutions". The  purpose  of  its  forma- 
tion was  to  promote  interest  in  Jewish 
culture  and  to  preserve  documents  and 
memorials  relative  to  Jewish  history. 
In  other  parts  of  Italy  Jews  have  or- 
ganized various  institutions  for  phil- 
anthropic purposes,  such  as  orphanages 
and  homes  for  the  aged.  But  in  gen- 
eral, the  philosophy  of  the  Italian  Jew 
seems  to  be  to  place  his  charitable 
work  on  a  broader  basis,  to  spread  the 
influence  of  his  work  and  his  money 
throughout  the  entire  community.  Thus 
the  wealth)-  Italian  Jew,  P>aron  Leo- 
lx)ldo  Franchetti,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  spent  a  great  part  of  his 
fortune  to  eradicate  illiteracy  in  South- 
ern Italy. 

The  Jews  of  Italy  are  very  patriot- 
ic and  very  jealous  of  their  rights  and 
privileges.  In  front  of  the  large  tem- 
ple in  Rome,  dedicated  on  July  4, 
1914,  in  the  presence  of  the  Italian 
King,  a  large  tablet  was  placed  on 
which  arc  inscribed  names  of  all  Ro- 
man Jews  participating  in  the  World 
War.  The  King  was  also  present  at 
the  unveiHng  of  this  tablet.  Similar 
tablets  have  been  set  up  in  other  com- 
munities where  Synagogues  exist.  As 
an  indication  of  the  pride  of  the  Ital- 
ian Jew  in  his  privileges  it  is  apt  to 
mention  that  the  Roman  Jews  cele- 
brate the  date  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Ghetto  of  Rome  in  September. 1870, 
as  a  special  holiday,  and  conduct  ap- 
jiropriate  ceremonies  in  their  principal 
Temple. 

Several  years  ago,  before  the  ])ub- 
lication  of  the  covenant  between  Mus- 
solini and  the  Vatican,  there  were 
some  misgivings  among   the  'Italian 


Jews.  l'"ear  was  expressed  lest  there 
be  some  infringement  on  what  the\' 
now  consider  their  sacred  rights.  Great 
was  the  general  rejoicing  among  the 
Jews  when  the  document  was  issued 
and  it  was  discovered  that  the  religi- 
ous privileges  of  all  denominations  re- 
mained unimpaired  and  that  the  Jew- 
ish Rabbi  and  the  Protestant  Minis- 
ter retained  all  perogativcs  of  his 
calling. 

The  Italian  Jew  is  highly  literate. 
While  illiteracy  among  the  general 
population  of  Italy  in  1919  reached 
the  average  of  64.5%  the  average 
among  Jews  was  only  5.8%.  The  num- 
ber of  distinguished  Jews  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  was  292.  com- 
puted on  the  basis  of  one  to  100,000. 
while  it  w-as  only  67.9  comjiuted  on 
the  same  basis  in  general  population. 
In  other  words,  a  Jew  had  almost 
fifteen  times  as  much  chance  to  get 
into  the  ItaHan  "Who's  Who",  than 
his  Gentile  neighbor. 

Jews  have  reached  positions  of  dis- 
tinction in  the  arts,  in  the  professions, 
in  finance,  in  all  pursuits,  in  fact  ex- 
cept in  agriculture.  Even  a  small 
town  which  has  hardly  any  Jewish  pop- 
ulation may  have  a  distinguished  Jew- 
ish physician.  The  medical  profession 
has  become  a  tradition  among  the  Jew- 
ihs  poinilation  of  Italy.  Many  have 
been  the  attemjjts  of  Pope  and  Prince 
to  eradicate  the  Jewish  medical  prac- 
titioner, but  to  no  avail.  The  Jewish 
doctor  has  persisted.  We  are  told  that 
in  the  Middle  Ages  .some  Jewish  phy- 
sician whose  name  is  unknown  to  us 
]:)redicted  that  the  only  cure  for  hydro- 
phobia was  found  in  the  sick  dog  him- 
self. In  this  way,  the  unknown  medi- 
co anticipated  Pastern'  by  some  700 
years,  if  we  give  credence  to  this  talc. 

In  literature,  there  are  many  not- 
able names,  some  oi  which  have  l)e- 
come  known  outside  of  the  Italian 
Peninsula.  In  science,  Jewish  names 
are  connected  with  many  improve- 
ments in  radio,  improvements  which 
the  Italian  government  values  highly 
for  its  military  ])rogram.  Many  an 
Italian  Jew  has  become  ])roficient  in 
mathematics  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  is  said  that  the  mathematical  basis 
for  the  theory  of  Relativity  was  laid 
in  Italy  by  Italian  Jews.  Distinction 
has  been  attained  by  Jews  in  painting, 
in  sculpture.  In  the  C'niversities  there 
arc  many  Jewish  Professors.  The 
Italian  tradition  of  academic  freedom, 
in  so  far  as  it  does  not  interfere  with 
the  philosophy  of  the  new  regime,  has 


been  retained.  The  Italian  University 
has  always  been  a  democratic  insti- 
tution. Lver  since  the  days  of  Elijah 
Levita  at  Padua,  in  the  l6th  century, 
Jewish  teachers  have  taken  part  in 
the  field  of  higher  learning. 

It  can  be  seen  from  the  picture 
drawn  here,  that  the  Italian  Jew  has 
fotnid  honor  and  reward  in  many  fields 
of  endeavor  in  his  country.  As  to 
his  interest  in  Jewish  aft'airs,  that  is 
another  matter,  flis  attitude  towards 
Zi(3nism  is  rather  negative.  Zion  as 
a  centre  for  Jewish  cultural  work, 
yes.  Palestine  as  a  recognized  home- 
land for  the  Jew.  no.  Not  at  least, 
in  a  political  sense.  The  Italian  Jew 
is  thoroughly  Italian.  There  were  11 
Jewish  generals  in  the  Italian  army 
during  the  World  War.  Not  even  the 
account  of  tlie  Palestine  massacre  of 
1920  could  arouse  the  masses  of  the 
Italian  Jews.  There  were  public  pro- 
tests against  the  outrage  in  the  Jewish 
Temples,  in  which  Catholics  as  well 
as  Jews  participated,  but  special  stress 
was  laid  on  violation  of  human  rights 
and  religious  liberty.  The  idea  of  na- 
tional solidarity  never  ejitered  their 
minds. 

It  has  been  said  that  Spanish  Ju- 
daism has  absorbed  so  much  from  its 
contagious  Arabic  culture  that  it  has 
become  almost  ])art  and  ])arcel  of  the 
Arabic  civilization.  Mediaeval  Franco- 
German  Jewry  shrunk  within  itself  in 
order  to  keep  its  hefitage  out  of  con- 
tact with  a  hostile  world..  Rut  Ital- 
ian Jewry  left  its  impress  on  its  sur- 
rounding culture.  This  statement  is 
open  to  attack  from  many  angles.  One 
thing  is  true,  that  great  as  were  the 
presentations  of  the  Italian  Jews  to 
the  world  at  large,  nothing  can  be  de- 
tected of  a  truly  Plebraic  character.  In 
fact,  the  two  greatest  Italian  Jews  of 
the  last  50  years,  Luigi  Luzzati 
and  Cesare  Lombroso,  though  both  of 
them  of  Rabbinic  stock,  showed  little 
evidence  of  their  Plebraic  origin.  .Some 
one  has  truly  said  that  Luzzati  was  a 
great  lew.  if  not  a  complete  Jew. 

Today,  in  the  mind  of  Mussolini, 
Zionism  is  in  some  way  associated  with 
IJritish  ])Ower  and  P.riti.sh  aggrandize- 
ment. His  tiirget  now  is  the  Zionist 
doctrine.  His  satellites  preach  against 
Zionism  because  it  contains  the  ele- 
ment of  a  double  allegiance.  Accord- 
ing to  their  point  of  view,  the  Zion- 
ists are  traitorous  to  the  cause  of  a 
totalitarian  state.  They  disapprove  of 
racial   disc*i'iminati(»n  |in   Italy,  as  iis 
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Ox  Tuesday,  June  8.  I'l.v,  Slm- 
,0111  Asch  lectured  at  the 
llrouklyn  Jr\\i.-h  Lciuor.  l  \\v 
I'anioiis  N'iddisl-i  novelist  had  conu  tn 
America  for  a  short  visit  in  the  inter- 
ests ol"  the  Joint  Distribution  Commit- 
lee.  An  invitation  was  extended  to  the 
I'amous  author  to  address  a  nieetini;' 
^])onsored  jointly  b_\'  the  Library  Com- 
mittee of  the  Center  and  the  i'iddishc 
luirli  Cczclschaft.  The  proceeds  are 
to  be  used  lor  the  ac(|uisition  of  ^  id- 
dish  Books  for  the  rai)idly  i^rowni.t; 
library. 

Among  the  distinguished  guests 
was  the  venerable  \'iddish  orator. 
Rev.  Zvi  Hirsh  Aiasliansky.  Rabbi 
Israel  H.  Levinthal  presided. 

The  first  speaker  to  be  called  upon 
was  Rabbi  Louis  Hammer,  chairman 
of  the  Library  Committee.  Greeting 
Sholom  Asch  in  the  name  of  the  li- 
brary. Kabbi  Hammer  said  in  ])art: 
"In  recent  ^'ears  we  have  seen  a  revi- 
val of  Yiddish  in  our  midst.  Last  year, 
Yiddish  lectures  arranged  in  the  Cen- 
ter drew  capacity  audiences,  whereas 
in  former  years  barely  a  handful  re- 
sponded. Some  will  conclude  that  it 
is  due  to  greater  Jewish  conciousness. 
aroused  .by  the  persecutions  in  Ger- 
many and  Poland.  Perhaps  that  ex- 
plains it  partly.  r)Ut.  the  main  reason, 
to  my  mind,  is  the  fact  that  Y  iddish 
has  received  worldwide  recognition  re- 
cently because  of  the  splendid  works 
that  have  been  recently  translated  into 
English  and  other  languages.  The 
world  has  come  to  realize  that  there 
are  "^'iddish  works  worthy  of  a  place 
in  the  literatm-e  of  the  world.  For  this 
realization  we  are  indebted  primarily 
to  Sholom  Asch.  It  was  mainly  through 
his  works  that  Yiddish  literature  re- 
ceived that  recognition.  In  rapid  suc- 
cession there  have  ajipeared  in  English 
"Three  Cities".  "Salvation",  "Motke 
the  Thief"  and  "The  War  Goes  On." 
liach  one  of  them  received  wide  ac- 
claim." 

Rabbi  Levinthal  then  called  upon 
the  Rev.  Masliansky.  He  was  hearti- 
ly welcomed  by  the  audience.  He  spoke 
of  the  great  contribution  that  Sholom 
Asch  had  made  to  Jewish  literature 
and  the  famous  author's  devotion  to 
people.  At  every  Jewish  crises  in  re- 
cent years  he  has  come  forward  to 
help  remedy  their  desperate  ])light. 
The  venerable  orator  showed  that  he 
had  lost  none  of  the  sparkling  humor 
for  which  he  was  famous.  He  inform- 
ed the  audience  that  he  was  engaged 


in  organizing  a  society  that  already 
counted  its  members  in  the  millions. 
The  aim  of  the  society  is  to  see  "that 
\oung  people  should  not  die  and  that 
old  i)eople  should  not  be  born." 

Air.  Z.  Melamed,  executive  director 
of  the  )'iddislie  Bitch  Gezclscliaft  then 
spoke  of  this  new  organization,  which 
has  its  headquarters  in  Poland,  and 
whose  aim  is  the  dissemination  of  ^'id- 
dish  literature  in  America  and  other 
countries.  He  appealed  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  good  "S'iddish  depart- 
ment in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center. 
This  would  stimulate  other  centers  to 
ac(|uire  Yiddish  books  for  their  li- 
braries. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  paid  great  tribute 
to  Mr.  Asch  when  he  called  upon  him 
to  deliver  his  inspiring  message.  Some 
notes  of  the  author's  address  follow : 

"I  have  come  here  primarily  to  speak 
about  Hebrew  and  Yiddish  literature, 
both  of  which  are  very  dear  to  me. 
But,  no  gathering  of  Jews  in  these 
days  can  remain  indifferent  to  the 
critical  condition  in  which  our  breth- 
ren find  themselves.  I  do  not  come 
to  bring  you  pessimistic  thoughts.  I 
jjrefer  rather  to  bring  a  message  of 
hope. 

"It  is  a  source  of  great  joy  to  me 
to  see  such  a  large  gathering  of  oiu' 
\outh  here.  1  would  like  the  Jewish 
youth  to  understanil  that  we  are  now 
engaged  in  a  great  struggle  to  save  the 
institutions  which  have  made  possible 
human  progress.  It  is  a  struggle  of 
Democracy^  against  Fascism,  of  libert} 
against  oppression,  of  ju.stice  against 
injustice.  The  world  is  attempting  to 
force  the  Jew  back  into  the  Ghetto,  to 
rob  him  of  the  human  rights  which  he 
was  able  to  obtain  through  the  Ameri- 
can and  French  Revolutions. 

"Wit  are  products  of  emancipation. 
All  we  have  we  owe  to  the  principle 
of  Democracy.  Now,  however,  there 
are  great  forces  attempting  to  rob 
mankind  of  this  precious  treasure  and 
introduce  once  again  the  cruelties  and 
barbarities  and  injustices  of  past  ages. 
The  persecution  of  the  Jew  at  present 
is  a  link  to  this  chasm  of  injustice, 
ljut  while  three  years  ago,  when  Hit- 
ler appeared  on  the  scene,  Nazism  and 
all  that  it  ini])lies  seemed  to  be  a  dan- 
ger for  the  Jew  only,  now  the  world 
has  come  to  realize  that  Nazism  and 
Fascism  endanger  the  ])eace  of  the 
whole  world.  This  is  the  one  consoling 
aspect.      W'c   nu   longer  fight  alone 


against  this  great  menace.  We  have 
the  non-Fasci.st  world  on  our  side. 

"In  Poland  there  are  many  non- 
Jewish  workingmen  who  realize  the 
great  injustice  that  is  being  perpetra- 
ted against  the  Jew  by  Fascism,  and 
they  are  hel]>ing  the  Jew  in  his  strug- 
gle. In  Spain  also  this  great  struggle 
is  going  on. 

"I  derive  also  a  comforting  thought 
from  events  in  Russia  in  the  last  20 
or  25  years.  We  all  remember  the 
famous  Mendel  Beilis  trial  in  Kiev 
in  1913.  Russia  was  then  sunk  in  bar- 
barism and  was  still  ready  to  listert 
to  the  blood  libels  against  the  Jew. 
The  whole  of  Europe  bowed  in  fear 
to  Nicholas  II.  Who  at  that  time 
could  imagine  that  such  a  powerful 
force  could  be  subdued  !  But  9  years 
later  Tzarism  had  been  wiped  off  the 
face  of  the  earth  and  now  we  hardly 
remember  its  existence.  There  is  a  cer- 
tain inexoraljle  logic  in  history  which 
ultimately  makes  justice  triumph  over 
injustice  and  light  to  prevail  over 
darkness. 

"It  is  thi.-,  same  logical  motive  in 
history  which  will  bring  the  downfall 
of  Hitler.  We  already  witness  the  be- 
ginning of  the  end.  Three  years  ago, 
we  the  Jews,  fought  single-handed 
against  Hitlerisni.  The  nations  of  the 
world  and  the  Vatican  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  our  pleas  for  assistance.  But 
now,  England.  France  and  the  whole 
world  are  trembling,  and  are  begin- 
ning to  align  themselves  on  our  side 
in  our  fight  for  justice  and  demo- 
cracy. 

"For  2000  years  or  more  we  have 
been  carrying  on  this  struggle.  What 
has  given  us  the  courage  and  persev- 
erance? It  was  the  Jezvish  Book.  Our 
])oorest  mothers  who  used  to  peddle 
and  engage  in  the  most  menial  occu- 
jmtions  to  earn  a  livelihood  devoted 
their  first  meager  earnings  to  the  train- 
ing of  their  children.  Their  first  worry 
was  scJiar  limud  (Hebrew  education.) 
The  result  was  that  while  in  Russia 
97%  of  the  population  was  illiterate, 
among  the  Jews  97%  or  more  could 
read  and  write.  Thus  was  created  the 
Hebrew  and  Yiddish  literature. 

"We  modern  Jews  are  Y'om  Kippur 
Jews  Tsar  Yiddin  (Jews  because  of 
trouble  and  sorrow.)  Our  forefathers 
were  vachas  yiddin  (Jews  because  of 
joy  and  pleasure).  Wc  today,  are  Jews 
bv  compulsion.  Our  fathers  were  Jews 
by  conviction. 

{Continued  on  Page  21) 
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A  NEW  TYPE  OF  HISTORY 

A  Review  of  Professor  Baron's  Notable  Work 


Jl-.W'ISH  history  books,  like  all 
histoi-y  books,  have  been  written 
with  one  aim  in  view, — to  present 
the  record  of  facts  concerning  the  life 
ol  the  people.  Some  have  succeeded 
in  giving  a  more  interesting  account  of 
these  facts  than  have  others ;  some  are 
detailed,  some  more  scholarly,  and 
some  more  popular,  but  all  have  the 
same  objective. 

Prof.  Salo  W.  Baron,  one  ot  the 
distinguished  Jewish  scholars  _  of  our 
age,  who  is  Professor  of  Jewish  His- 
tory, Literature  and  Institutions,  on 
the  Miller  Foundation,  at  Columbia 
University,  has  set  out  to  give  us  an 
altogether  different  type  of  Jewish 
history.  In  his  three  volumes  of  "A 
Social  and  Religious  History  of  the 
jews,"  which  has  recently  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Columbia  University 
Press,  he  presents  a  sociological  study 
of  the  Jewish  people,  giving  us  an  in- 
sight into  the  reason  the  Jewish  people 
are  what  they  are,  explaining  how  cer- 
tain fundamental  beliefs  of  this  peo- 
ple came  into  being,  and  how  their  in- 
stitutions arose  and  developed.  Not 
content  with  detailing  the  mere  facts 
that  have  occurred,  he  endeavors  to 
give  us  the  why  and  wherefore  of  these 
facts, — the  religious,  social  and  eco- 
nomic backgrounds,  the  interrelation 
of  the  social,  economic  and  religious 
forces,  as  exemplified  in  the  long  his- 
toric evolution  of  the  Jewish  people. 
Thus  every  great  achievement  ot  the 
Jews,  every  important  movement  that 
arose  in  the  Hfe  of  this  people,  is  ex- 
amined from  this  standpoint.  Whether 
it  is  the  rise  of  the  Prophets  in  Israel 
and  their  distinctive  message,  or  the 
advocacy  of  monotheism,  or  the  birth 
of  Christianity  and  Mohammedanism, 
or  in  later  times,  the  rise  of  Hassidism 
or  reform  Judaism  or  Zionism,  all  are 
explained  from  this  sociological  ap- 
jiroach  and  thus  appear  to  us  in  an  al- 
together new  light. 

To  realize  the  vastness  of  research 
that  this  work  entailed,  one  need  but 
take  a  glimpse  into  the  third  volume, 
which  is  devoted  entirely  to  scholarly 
notes  and  a  bibliography  that  covers 
practically  everything  that  has  been 
written  on  any  of  the  themes  discuss- 
ed. 

Professor  Baron  is  not  content  with 
confining  himself  to  the  past.   In  an 


by  DR.  ISRAEL  H.  LEVINTHAL 

Epilogue,  beautifully  written,  he  dis- 
cusses the  present  crisis  in  which  both 
Jews  and  Judaism  find  themselves,  and 
gives  us  a  searching  analysis  of  the 
methods  and  measures  adopted  to  meet 
it. 

Because  of  the  novel  approach  of 
this  work,  we  cannot  expect  the  au- 
thor to  be  as  objective  in  his  treatment, 
as  he  who  merely  presents  a  recital  of 
facts  can  be.  Because  he  gives  us  the 
philosophy  behind  the  facts,  he  is 
bound  to  be  subjective  in  much 
that  he  says.  Some  may  disagree  with 
his  conclusions,  others  may  lind  fault 
with  some  of  his  premises ;  all,  how- 
ever, must  agree  that  Professor  Baron 
displays  great  erudition,  vast  scholar- 
ship, and  a  fine  and  keen  understand- 
ing of  the  economic  and  social  forces 
that  have  helped  to  mould  the  lives 
of  our  people  in  the  past  and  in  our 
day. 

Here  is  a  work  that  should  be  read 
and  studied  by  every  intelligent  Jew. 
It  is  a  history  that  should  find  a  place 
in  the  library  of  every  home  where 
Jewish  knowledge  is  appreciated  and 
where  Jewish  culture  is  something 
more  than  an  empty  phrase. 


THE  Borough  of  Brooklyn  embraces 
to-day  the  largest  Jewish  commu- 
nity of  any  city  in  the  world  The 
most  authorative  estimates  give  the 
Jewish  population  of  Brooklyn  as  close 
to  900,000.  It  is  interesting  to  study 
how  this  community  grew  from  the 
humblest  beginnings  to  its  present  pro- 


{llic  follozuinc/  statement  is  a  pro- 
nonnceuicut  of  the  social,  political  and 
economic  views  of  the  Rabbinical  As 
sembly  of  America,  the  national  or- 
ganization of  the  conservative  rabbin- 
ate, as  formulated  by  its  Social  Justice 
Committee.  The  committee  is  makincj 
a  practice  of  issuing  semi-annual 
"comments"  of  this  nature. — Editor) 

THE  bulk  of  laws  dealing  with  .so- 
cial and  economic  issues  adopted 
by  Congress  in  recent  years  still 
represents  an  inchoate  and  often  in- 


portions.  It  is  only  about  a  century 
ago  that  the  first  semblance  of  Jew- 
ish community  Hfe  appeared  in  Brook- 
lyn with  the  organization  of  the 
tirst  Minyan. 

Mr.  Samuel  P.  Abelow,  a  well- 
known  figure  in  the  educational  field 
of  our  city,  has  done  well  to  trace  the 
history  of  the  Jews  in  Brooklyn  from 
those  early  beginnings  to  this  very  day. 
In  his  "History  of  Brooklyn  Jewry," 
recently  published,  he  tells  the  inter- 
esting story  of  how  ihese;  pioneers 
settled  on  this  side  of  the  East  River 
and  struggled  to  develop  their  Jewish 
life  and  to  perpetuate  their  Jewish 
ideals.  It  is  a  romantic  story,  and 
will  interest  ,all  who  have  followed 
Jewish  communal  activities  in  this 
borough.  This  reviewer  would  have 
preferred  to  have  had  Mr.  Abelow 
give  us  more  of  the  early  scenes.  Jew- 
ish names  are  to  be  found  in  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  earliest  settlements  on 
Long  Island.  We  should  have  liked 
to  read  more  about  these  pioneers,  who 
lived  here  so  long  before  there  was 
any  semblance  of  organized  Tewish 
life. 

But  Mr.  Abelow's  work  is  a  good 
beginning  in  this  field,  and  is  excep- 
tionalh-  fine  in  its  description  of  the 
Jewish  communal  life  as  it  has  devel- 
oped to  this  day.  All  who  are  desir- 
ous of  studying  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  religious,  educations 
and  cliaritable  organizations  in  Brook- 
Ivn  will  find  this  book  not  only  help- 
ful but  very  interesting. 


consistent  body  of  legislation  that 
has  been  growing  up  piece-meal,  often 
in  response  to  political  and  other  ex- 
traneous consideration.  Nevertheless, 
we  recognize  the  "New  Deal"  as  a 
])ractical  attemj^t  to  bring  about  or- 
derly social  change  and  thus  demon- 
strate 'thiit  democrac}'  is  capable  of 
serving  the  needs  of  an  evolving  so- 
cial order  without  recourse  to  the  vio- 
lence of  dictatorshi]).  We,  therefore. 
;ipplau(l  the  general  spirit  of  the  New 

[^Continued  on  I'aye  22) 
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PROFESSOR  MAMLOCK 


by  FREIDRICH  WOLFE 

The  Story  of  the  Noted  Play  Produced  by  the  Federal  Theatre 
And  Current  at  Daly's  Theatre 

Fictionized  by  JOSEPH  KAYE 


ROFESSOR  Mamlock.  chief  of 
tlic  Surgical  Clinic,  looked  at  the 
list  that  Dr.  Hcllpach  had  hand- 


ed hini.  .Vs  a  war  veteran,  as  one 
who  had  fought  with  Hindenburg,  and 
liad  been  made  lame  b}-  British  shell- 
tire,  he,  a  non-Aryan,  had  been  ex- 
empted from  dismissal.  But  Dr.  Hirsch 
and  four  of  his  orderlies  had  to  go. 

This  order  came  to  Professor  ^lani- 
lock  after  a  period  of  change  which 
he  and  his  famil}-  had  lived  through 
as  though  in  a  nightmare. 

Long  established  in  Berlin  as  a  sur- 
geon, founder  of  a  famous  clinic,  he 
had  never  dreamt  that  his  Jewish  birth 
would  ever  mean  more  than  a  record 
in  the  municipal  archives.  He  was 
even  married  to  a  gentile  woman.  But 
National  Socialism  had  come  and  he 
-uddenly  found  hiAiiseif  an  outcast. 
He  was  driven  from  his  clinic,  and 
when,  in  b.ind  mdignation,  he  fought 
against  this  action,  he  was  bodilv 
thrown  out.  beaten,  and  sent  mto 
the  streets  with  an  insulting  placard 
hung  on  his  chest. 

He,  Professor  Mamlock  I 

But  relief  seemed  to  come.  Through 
the  intercession  of  such  old  friends  as 
Dr.  Werner  Seidel.  the  editor-in-chief 
of  the  "Neue  Taggeblatt."  he  had  been 
restored  to  his  clinic,  though  under  the 
brutal  supervision  of  his  former  as- 
sistant, Dr.  Hellpach.  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Hospitals. 

Professor  Mamlock,  however,  now 
lost  all  reckoning  of  the  future.  When 
he  learned  the  fate  of  his  associates, 
and  saw  that  he  could  not  save  theni. 
he  took  his  pen  and  wrote  in  an  acidi- 
tional  line  on  the  document  dismissing 
his  Jewish  staff  which  Dr.  Hellpach 
had  handed  him  with  vindictive  satis- 
faction. 

The  Commissar  read  the  line  and 
grew  white. 

"This  is  a  provocation  against  the 
government."  he  said. 

Dr.  Seidel.  who  was  in  the  cHnic. 
and  who  had  been  watching  this  pro- 
ceeding apprehensively,  approached 
with  the  query,  "AVhat's  the  matter?'" 
and  Dr.  Carlsen.  Professor  ^[amlock's 
assistant,  and  an  Aryan  too,  also  tried 
to  prevent  the  storm  he  felt  coming. 
"Gentlemen."  he  exclaimed,  "I  believe 
our  nerves  .  .  .  ." 

"Xerves?"'  Dr.  Hellpach  exploded. 
"Nerves?  See  for  your.self  !" 

He  thrust  the  list  at  him.  Seidel 
peered  at  it.  Then  he  cried  to  Profes- 


sor .Mamlock:  "You've  put  yourself 
on  the  li.>t !" 

It  was  true.  Professor  ]\lamlock  had 
added  his  name  to  those  who  were  to 

Even  Dr.  Hirsch,  the  physician 
slated  for  removal,  could  not  help  the 
])rotest :  "You're  declining  the  gov- 
ernment's offer?'' 

"Mr.  Mamlock."  said  Dr.  Hellpach 
icily,  "considers  it  correct,  demonstra- 
tively to  reject  the  cooperation  the 
government  of  national  reconstruction 
expects  from  him.  In  this,  Air.  Mam- 
lock is  plainly  sabotaging  the  govern- 
ment's decree." 

"Who's  sabotaging?"  replied  the 
professor.  "I  demand  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  justice  guaranteed 
us  in  our  constitution  .  .  . 

"The  right  of  the  individual,''  broke 
in  a  woman  doctor  of  the  clinic,  Dr. 
Inge  Ruoff,  "is  a  drop  in  the  ocean 
compared  with  the  right  of  the  nation 

Dr.  Inge  was  a  member  of  the  Nazi 
party,  a  passionate  young  woman  who 
had  joined  Dr.  Hellpach  in  opposing 
him. 

Professor  Mamlock  took  up  her 
words :  "Which  is  composed  of  peo- 
people.  ..." 

"Of  leader  and  following  .  .  .  .  " 
added  Dr.  Inge. 

"With  millions  of  heads  ..."  the 
professor  continued. 

"\\'ith  one  heart  to  obey  his  com- 
mand .  .  .  ''  Dr.  Inge  concluded. 

"That  one  never  doubts  querried 
the  professor. 

"There  is  no  doubt,"  Dr.  Inge  told 
him.  "Democracy's  time  is  over." 

Professor  Mamlock  looked  at  her 
steadily.  "The  time  will  never  be 
over."  he  .said,  "for  a  man  to  have  his 
o^  ;;  thoughts,  his  on'ii  doubts,  his  Oiiv; 
faith.  There's  no  structure  made  of 
a  single  stone,  and  there's  no  state 
that's  not  made  up  of  people,  of  heads, 
of  hearts!  The  idea  of  justice,  hu- 
manity, spiritual  freedom,  spiritual 
courage,  are  the  parts  of  the  scaffold- 
ing that  bond  us  like  connecting 
arches  and  cross-beams  in  a  large 
building!  If  this  inner  scaffolding  is 
lacking,  the  windows  and  doors  will 
be  lacking  too,  and  those  inside  must 


choke  as  if  in  a  vault,  or  accustom 
them.selves  to  prisons,  casemates,  and 
fortresses !" 

"Perhaps  they  iiiiisf-  do  that  today!" 
retorted  Dr.  Inge. 

"They  iititst  have  to  do  iicz'cr,"  d( 
dared  the  professor,  "do  you  hear!  D'> 
you  understand?  Never!  How  car. 
}ou,  a  young  woman,  talk  that  way? 
Inconceivable!  Casemates,  fortresse.*^. 
that  is,  walls,  walls,  barbed  wire,  light 
from  loopholes,  musty  light,  the  light 
of  dusk;  who  must  endure  this,  who 
wants  to  ;  just  ask  all  those  standin- 
around  us,  look  around  you  a  bit 
these  people,  each  one  an  indi\iduai 
needing  /;/'.s-  thoughts,  his  opinions,  hi.- 
doubts,  his  speech,  his  opportunity  to 
talk  and  write  as  a  bird  needs  air,  a^ 

^a  hsh,  water  .  .  ..  "  He  gripped  Seidel. 

'"Speak  for  yourself,  could  you  go  on 
living  without  your  opinions,  your  sa\ . 
your  observations,  your  articles,  you: 
newspaper  ?'' 

"Out  of  the  question.''  Seidel  re- 
plied. "But  wh\-  do  vou  torment  youi  - 
self  about  it?" 

"You   really   shouldn't   fence  with 
shadows."  Dr.  Carlsen  cautioned  him. 
"Especially   when  the  governmen; 

has  generously  "  reminded  Dr. 

Hirsch. 

"The  government  of  national  n 
birth  doesn't  need  your  praise,  Mr. 
Hirsch,"  said  Dr.  Hellpach  angrih . 
"The  national  government  can  (1  < 
without  idle  chatter  and  approbation  : 
it  demands  obedience!  Air.  Alamlock, 
I  ask  you  once  again:  do  you  still  re 
fuse  to  recognize  the  war  veterans' 
clause  ?" 

"I  refuse  to  recognize  ?"  repeatc  ! 
Professor  Mamlock.  "Herr  Commis- 
sar, you  know  well  enough  this  clause 
is  a  may  regulation,  not  a  iiiusf.  No 
word  in  this  clause  demands  that  I 
accept  this  gift  of  the  government." 
He  drew  a  step  nearer  to  the  oft'icial. 
erstwhile  his  colleague,  and  continue;! 
very  erne.stly :  "Herr  Commissar!  The 
government  can  set  great  masses  oi 
people  in  motion,  arrange  them  am! 
command  them,  liut  it  cannot  com- 
mand people  to  think  a  certain  wa\- ! 
It  can't  see  what's  under  the  uniform' 
The  government's  authority  is  obtain- 
{^Coiiliinicd  on  Xc.vt  Payc) 
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ed  from  the  majority  of  the  people. 
It  can  demand  obedience,  but  not  the 
betrayal  of  one's  own  beliefs.  Mental 
compulsion,  Herr  Commissar,  breeds 
serfs,  cowards,  stool-pigeons,  rene- 
gades." 

"  'Renegades,'  you  say?"  the  words 
came  quickly  from  Dr.  Hellpach. 
"Yes." 

"So  then,"  Dr.  Hellpach  seized  on 
the  phrase,  "the  necessary  compulsion 
diat  the  government  exercises,  the 
mental  discipline,  breeds  cowards, 
stool-pigeons,  and  renegades  ?" 

"I  forbid  such  a  distortion,"  Pro- 
fessor Mamlock  cried  indignantly. 

"It's  not  for  you  to  forbid,"  Dr. 
Hellpach  told  him  coldly.  "Now  it's 
only  a  question  of  evidence.." 

"But  this  is  impossible!"  exclaimed 
Dr.  Seidel. 

"Surely,"  said  Dr.  Carlsen,  "not  be- 
cause of  a  single  word  .  .  .  ." 

"You  identify  yourselves  with  i\Ir. 
Mamlock,"  said  Dr.  Hellpach.  "Very 
interesting.  Gentlemen,  permit  me  to 
ask:  did  Mr.  Mamlock  speak  of  cow- 
ards and  renegades  in  connection  with 
the  government  decree?  Yes  or  no.'" 

"Frankly  speaking,"  said  Dr.  Carl- 
sen,  "I  don't  take  it  that  way  ..." 

"After  all,"  agreed  Seidel,  "words 
fall  when  one's  excited,  without 
weighing  them  carefully." 

"I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Alam- 
lock  wants  to  have  his  words  weighed 
differently,  or  to  stand  by  his  words." 

"Always,"  the  professor  assured 
him. 

"Does  Mr.  Mamlock  still  believe 
that  Ithe  government's  Aryan  (para- 
graph exercises  'constraint  of  con- 
science' ?" 

"Yes,"  replied  Professor  Mamlock. 

"Furthermore,  did  Mr.  Mamlock 
maintain  that  constraint  of  conscience 
breeds  cowards  and  stool-pigeons,  or 
perhaps  he  can  no  longer  recall  having 
said  it?" 

"I  remember  very  accurately,"  hrm- 
ly  said  the  professor. 

"Gentlemen — •"  Dr.  liellpach  turn- 
ed to  the  others,  "you've  plainly  heard 
Mr.  Mamlock's  statement,  which  he 
now  corroborates." 

He  called  in  the  sentry  and  asked 
for  pen  and  paper.  Then  he  sat  down 
at  a  white  enamel  hospital  table  and 
wrote  rapidly. 

"Gentlemen,"  he  said,  when  he  had 
finished,  "I  request  your  signatures 
to  this  record !"  He  handed  the  pen 
to  Dr.  Carlsen. 

Dr.  Carlsen  took  the  pen  and  lifted 
the  note.   Hesitatingly  he  read : 


"  W'e  therefore  declare  that  Profes- 
sor Mamlock,  through  inflamatory 
speeches  against  the  g■o^•ernment's  de- 
cree has  directly  endangered  the  peace 
and  order  of  this  hospital.  His  ])ro- 
vocative  position  has  a  demoralizing 
effect  on  the  patients  and  on  the  .^tafi". 
We  refuse,  therefore,  to  work  under 
Professor  ]\Iamlock.'  \\  e  must  sign 
this?" 

Dr.  Hellpach  looked  him  straight 
in  the  eye.  "You  'mustn't'  do  any- 
thing. You  may  also  refuse  to  >ign, 
and  express  your  solidarity  with  Mr. 
^lamlock." 

Dr.  Carlsen  lowered  his  head.  "J 
ask  permission  to  strike  out  the  last 
sentence  at  least." 

"It"s  just  the  last  sentence  that'.s 
important,  just  that!  It  makes  clear 
your  position — the  creed  of  the  heal- 
thy aind  constructive  'forces  of  our 
people,  as  against  that  of  the  alien, 
treasonable  elements.  You  too  must 
make  your  choice :  for  that  treason- 
able, destructive,  .Vsiatic  mentality 
which  seeks  to  sabotage  the  govern- 
ment decrees  through  intellectual 
subterfuges,  or  for  a  new  national 
feeling  of  puTiity,  cleanliness,  truth- 
fulness, and  loyalty." 

"Anyone  can  put  his  signature  to 
these  last  words,"  said  Seidel,  relieved. 

Dr.  Carlsen  poised  the  i)en  o\er  the 
statement.  He  spoke  to  Professor 
Mamlock  without  looking  at  him : 
"You'll  understand.  I'rofessor  .   .  ." 

"Besides,  Hans,"  said  Seidel.  "the 
decision  isn't  directed  against  you 
personally  .  .  ." 

Dr.  Carlsen  quickly  signed  and  gave 
the  pen  to  Seidel.  Seidel  drew  back. 
"Thank  you,  I  don't  belong  to  the 
clinic." 

"Still,  as  a  witness  to  the  scene — " 
prompted  Dr.  Hellpach. 

Seidel  took  the  pen.  He  paused, 
in  helpless  indecision. 

"Read  what  you're  signing.  \\'er- 
ncr,''  I'rofessor  Mamlock  warned. 
"Read  it." 

Seidel  looked  at  the  paper.  "Don't 
be  dogmatic,  Hans,"  he  muttered 
"You  can't  run  your  head  through  a 
stone  wall.  You  can't  go  against  such 
an  overwhelming  majority.  Don't  you 
.see,  Hans  ?"  He  was  silent  a  moment 
and  added:  "And  when  all's  said  and 
done  there's  still  one's  res])onsibiiitv 
to  one's  family,  to  over  a  hundred 
workers,  to  sub.scribers,  to  public 
opinion  .  .  ."  he  was  speaking  witli 
bis  newspaper  in  mind. 

"And  your  responsibility  to  truth, 


Werner?"  asked  the  professor.  "And 
to  justice,  to  science?  " 

Dr.  Hir.>ch  sjxjke  anx'ioUjslv;  "if 
you  continue  talking  this  way,  Pro- 
fessor ..." 

'"What?"  Professor  Mamlock  ex- 
claimed passionately,  "^'ou  tremble? 
^'()U  don't  want  to  fight?  you  think 
\-ou  can  sneak  through  the  enemy's 
lines  weak-kneed,  one  can  evade  the 
fight.'  You  delude  yourselves!  If 
\'ou  sign  this  record  you  sign  your 
own  doom !  The  enem\-  forges  new 
weapons  out  of  _\  our  cowardice !  Be- 
cause there's  no  greater  crime  than 
unwillingness  to  fight  when  one  must 
fight !  Don't  throw  yourselves  away 
without  a  fight.  I  beg  of  you !" 

"Quiet.  Hans,"  Seidel  almost  whis- 
pered,in  fear,"  you're  only  justifying 
your  opponents." 

Dr.  Hirsch  added:  "'^'ou're  not  onlv 
endangering  yourself,  but  all  of  us 
through  such  Bolshevist  talk." 

"Danger,  danger  !"  i^rofessor  I\Iam- 
lock  cried.  "You  cowards!  You'll  all 
])e  trampled  under  with  vour  coward- 
ice, trampled  under,  and  rightlv  so! 
Out  of  my  sight !  Sign  you  cowards, 
sign  .  .  .  sign  A'our  doom  !" 

Thcv  signed,  all  of  them,  until  il 
was  the  turn  of  Dr.  Inge,  .'she  had 
been  standing  by  quietly.  ob.serving 
the  actions  of  the  others.  "Thank 
you."  she  said  as  Dr.  Hellpach  held 
out  the  i)en  to  her.    "1   won't  sign." 

Dr.  Hellpach  stared  at  her.  "You 
w(jn't  sign  .'"' 

"Xo."' 

"Are  yow  a  party  comrade?  Do 
you  still  beh.ing  to  the  movement?" 

"If  your  attitude  is  the  jiarty's  at- 
titude, no." 

There  was  a  dead  silence,  through 
which  the  voice  of  Hellpach  was  heard 
saying:  "Infected  by  him?"  Pie  point- 
ed to  the  professor. 

"Enlightened  bv  you.  Herr  Coni- 
niissar,"  Dr.  Inge  answered.  "Yes, 
Herr  C  o  m  m  i  s  s  a  r,  the  party 
was  c\erything  to  me  too,  this  ])roud. 
strong  movement,  with  its  ideals,  its 
struggles,  its  aims — everything.  Puri- 
ty, courage,  truthfulness,  conn-ade- 
ship.  Yes,  we  wanted  to  clean  out  the 
cowards,  the  profiteers,  the  cringing 
bullies.  .\  new,  truth-loving  race  was 
to  be  created  .  .  .  we  wanted  to  .set 
u])  a  concept  of  the  warrior,  the  fight- 
er, the  knight,  the  .soldier." 

"'i'hat  won't  be  lacking,"  said  Dr. 
Hellpach  severely. 

{CuiilinnccI  on  Payc  22) 
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JEWISH  NEWS  IN  REVIEW 


By  LESTER  LYONS 


THE  anti-Semitic  utterances  which 
have  recently  appeared  with 
alarming  frequency  in  the  press 
in  Italy  may  perhaps  he  part  of  a 
>tu<lied  ettort  to  win  over  the  Arabs 
to  the  side  of  the  Italian  government 
in  opposition  to  the  British.  Reprints 
of  such  utterances  arc  being  circulated 
among  the  Arabs,  and  radio  broadcasts 
in  Arabic  are  emanating  from  Italy. 
Among  the  propaganda  furnished  b\ 
an  Italian  news  agencv  to  the  Arab 
press  is  a  quotation  from  a  leading 
Italian  newspaper  that  "Zionism  is  an 
instrument  of  British  domination  in 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  is  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  Arabs  and  Islam,  with 
whom  Italy,  especially  after  the  con- 
quest of  Abyssinia  and  the  deliverance 
of  Ethiopian  Aloslems  from  the  yoke 
of  the  Xegus,  is  on  cordial  terms." 

The  Arabs  are  exploiting  Italian  ef- 
forts to  court  their  favor  and  seem 
to  be  avowing  friendship  to  Mussolini 
in  order  to  obtain  concessions  from 
Great  Britain.  They  believe  that  their 
avowed  friendship  for  the  Italian  gov- 
ernment has  induced  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  authorize  merely  770  Jew- 
ish immigration  labor  certificates  al- 
though the  lewish  Agencv  had  asked 
for  over  lO.'OOO. 

«  » 

The  miserable  situation  (^\  the  Jews 
in  Polanrl,  attributable  in  large  i^art  to 
the  Polish  government's  systematic 
anti-Semitic  policy,  has  been  j)rogres- 
^ivelv  arousing  considerable  resent- 
ment amojig  Gentile  leaders.  In  a  state- 
ment signed  by  86  prominent  Christian 
leaders,  the  Poli.sh  government  was 
urged  to  cease  its  present  policies  to- 
ward the  Jews  and  to  restore  their 
democratic  rights.  Asserting  that  the 
Polish  Jews  "are  among  the  most  loy- 
al and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  coun- 
trv,  whose  contributions  to  Polish  in- 
dependence and  Polish  culture  has  been 
important  and  second  to  none."  the 
statement  charges  that  "the  present 
leaders  of  the  Polish  government,  with 
;he  memory  of  their  own  oppression 
-till  before  them,  have  returned  to 
the  barbarism  of  the  ^liddle  Ages  in 
respect  to  their  Jewish  ])oinilation." 

This  statement  predicts  that  "the 
policies  pursued  by  the  present  au- 
thorities in  Poland  spell  not  only  the 
doom  of  the  Jews  but  will  destroy  the 
place  of  the  Polish  Republic  in  the 
circle  of  civilized  nations."  Api)eal  is 
made  "to  the  democratic  forces  in 


Poland  to  unite  their  strength  to  re- 
pudiate the  Ar)an  paragraph  and  to 
defend  with  all  the  force  at  their  dis- 
posal the  principles  of  democracy." 
the  i'olish  government  is  also  urged 
to  redeem  its  pledges  in  the  peace 
treaties  and  in  the  Pohsh  constitution 
to  grant  equahty  to  minority  groups 
and  to  end  oppression. 

The  support  which  Jews  in  foreign 
countries  have  received  in  their  anti- 
Xazi  boycott  campaign  is  keenly  prick- 
ing the  German  government.  This,  as 
rt-eil  as  other  inliuences  which  the  Jews 
are  supposed  to  wield,  is  advanced  by 
Nazi  leaders  as  a  reason  for  the  wag- 
ing of  a  persistent  and  insidious  cam- 
paign abroad  by  the  Nazis  against  the 
Jews.  Major-General  Friedrich  Hasel- 
mayr,  member  of  the  Experts'  Advi- 
sory Council  of  the  Reich  Institute  for 
the  History  of  New  Germany,  has  de- 
clared, in  an  article  entitled  "Ger- 
many's Defensive  Eight  against  Jew- 
ry," that  the  task  of  the  Institute's 
Jewish  Investigation  Department  is  "to 
produce  new  spiritual  weapons  from 
the  arsenal  of  history  for  the  defen- 
sive light  against  Jewry."  "The  poli- 
tical task,"  he  said,  "is  to  use  these 
weapons  subtly  at  home  and  abroad. 
Thus,  the  German  people,  and  also 
people  abroad,  have  every  cause  to  fol- 
low the  work  of  the  Jewish  Investiga- 
tion Department  with  particular  inter- 
est." The  hostile  reception  abroad  to 
the  Xazi  anti-Jewish  policy  is  laid  by 
him  to  "Jewish  intluence,  which  guides 
foreign  policy  nearly  everywhere."  "If 
the  German  export  trade  finds  such 
great  difliculties  in  its  way,"  he  says, 
"the  main  responsibility  belongs  to 
Jewish  economic  power." 

«  » 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  a 
number  of  in^portant  advanced  laws 
of  the  present  day  find  their  counter- 
part in  the  ancient  Babylonian  Tal- 
mud. Speaking  at  the  Institute  of 
Post-Biblical  Jewish  Literature,  spon- 
sored by  the  Jewish  Theological  Sem- 
inary of  America  as  part  of  its  semi- 
centennial celebration.  Dr.  Louis  Ginz- 
berg.  professor  of  Talmud  in  the  sem- 
inary, declared  that  "Of  paramount 
importance  in  the  l>abylonian  Talmud's 
labor  laws   is   the   right   to  strike." 


This  right,  however,  was  confined  to 
unskilled  labor.  A  code  of  fair  com- 
petition and  curbs  on  speculations  aslo 
existed  then  as  well  as  a  liberal  and 
highly  developed  code  of  marriage 
law. 

As  a  result  of  propaganda  spread 
oy  Nazi  agents  in  Algeria  against  the 
Jews  and  Erench  a  commission  was 
appointed  by  the  Erench  government 
to  investigate  conditions  there.  Among 
other  things,  thees  agents  had  urged 
[he  ^Moslems  "to  throw  all  the  Jews 
in  Algeria  into  the  sea."  Upon  the 
termination  of  its  investigation  the 
commission  reported-  to  the  Erench 
cabinet,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
government  will  officialy  deal  with  the 
situation, 

«  » 

Apropos  of  the  suggestions  w^hich 
iiave  been  made  that  the  \\'orld's  Eair, 
:o  be  held  in  New  York  in  1939, 
should  contain  an  exhibit  or  section 
devoted  to  the  achievements  of  the 
Jewish  people  in  this  country,  it  may  be 
noted  that  the  present  Paris  Interna- 
tional Exhibition  has  a  Palestinian 
pavihon.  In  this  pavilion  the  art  and 
handicraft  of  the  Jews  in  Palestine 
are  displayed.  It  also  depicts  scenes  of 
Palestinian  life. 

«  » 

The  ban  in  Germany  on  the  B'nai 
Brith  has  been  followed  in  Roumania. 
On  order  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Inter- 
ior, the  police  prohibited  all  the  activ- 
ities of  the  lodge  in  Czernowitz,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Bukovina. 

The  promotion  of  the  Roumanian 
"ethnical  element"  to  the  prejudice  of 
all  national  minorities  including  the 
Jews  seems  to  be  an  important  objec- 
tive of  the  government  a*  well  as  of 
Roumanian  professional  groups.  M. 
Pope,  ^Minister  of  Commerce  and  In- 
dustry, has  declared  that  the  govem- 
ment  is  determined  to  give  "ethnic" 
Roumanians  priority  in  employment; 
and  the  Federation  of  Roumanian  Free 
Professional  Associations,  which  in- 
cludes all  the  official  trade  unions  of 
Roumanian  professional  men.  such  as 
doctors,  lawyers,  professors,  artists 
and  teachers,  has  adopted  a  proposal 
{Continued  on  page  20) 
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TIME  FOR  SELF  CRITICISM 

Editorial  in  "World 
Jewry"  and  Reprinted  in 
"Current  History" 

THE  great  difficulty  with  us  Jews 
is,  that  in  consequence  of  a  long 
history  of  persecution,  we  have 
b  e  c  o  ni  e  hyper-sensitive  to  criticism 
and  have  come  to  look  upon  criticism 
of  the  Jews  and  anti-Semitism  as  one 
and  the  same  thing. 

This  is  perhaps  a  natural  result  of 
centuries  of  persecution,  hut  the  in- 
evitability of  the  psychological  reaction 
does  not  justify  such  a  conclusion. 
Criticism  is  not  the  same  as  hatred  and 
critics  are  not  enemies.  The  greatest 
friends  of  a  people  are  not  those  who 
praise  but  those  who  honestly  find 
fault.  A  people  without  criticism  is 
cither  a  dictatorship  or  a  community 
so  deeply  imbedded  in  smug  self-satis- 
faction as  to  be  on  the  same  road  to 
decadence. 

It  has  been  our  misfortune  that,  be- 
cause of  the  centuries  of  persecution 
to  which  we  have  been  subjected,  we 
have  often  been  spared  the  criticism 
which  every  healthy  people  needs  so 
badly. 

The  pathos  of  our  position  has  led 
some  of  the  more  generous  minds  in 
the  non-Jewish  world  to  overlook  our 
shortcomings  and  concentrate  on  our 
virtues. 

This  has  gone  on  for  so  long  that 
we  have  come  to  expect  all  our  non- 
[ewish  friends  forever  to  sing  our 
praises,  or  at  least  to  justify  our  short- 
comings. 

The  harm  done  by  this  attitude  is 
great  and  manifold.  One  interesting 
aspect  of  it  has  been  disclosed  by  Mr. 
Wells  himself.  In  one  of  his  replies 
to  his  Jewish  critics  recently,  he  said. 
"The  Gentile  writer,  who  wishes  to  es- 
cape from  the  systematic  hostility  and 
detraction  of  a  large  and  influential 
section  in  the  literary  world,  is  urged 
to  exaggerated  and  exasperating  sup- 
pressions—until he  loses  patience  and 
explodes." 

If  we  Jews  were  wise,  we  should 
encourage  such  "explosions,"  painful 
as  they  may  be,  for,  as  any  psycholo- 
gist will  testify,  they  are  at  their  worst 
better  than  the  suppressions  which 
cause  them. 

Better  still,  of  course,  would  it  be 
if  we  could  do  away  entirely  with  the 
sycophancy     and    dishonesty  which 


the 

World's 

cause  these  suppressions.  Our  morbid 
search  for  "Anti-Semitism"  and  into- 
lerance of  criticism  are,  undoubtedl} . 
the  causes  of  much  of  the  feeling 
against  us. 

Rut  this  does  not  exhaust  all  the 
harm  done  by  this  false  attitude.  A 
worse  result  is  the  effect  which  it 
has  done  on  our  own  selves.  W  e  have 
so  long  dismissed  criticism  as  anti- 
.Semitism  that  a  good  many  of  us  ha\  e 
actually  come  to  believe  that  there  is 
nothing  which  can  be  said  against  us. 

Our  apologists  have  for  so  long  [)ic- 
tured  us  as  a  nation  of  Christs,  S])i- 
nozas,  and  Einsteins  that  some  of  u> 
have  actually  come  to  believe  that  w  e 
are  a  people  of  genius  and  are  shocked 
at  the  mere  suggestion  that  there  may 
be  some  sort  of  case  against  us.  P>y 
a  process  of  faulty  reasoning,  some  of 
us  have  reached  a  conclusion  that 
since  our  persecutors  are  abysmally 
wrong,  we  are  necessarily  entirely 
right. 

But  this  is  not  onlv  bad  logic,  it 
is  also  not  in  conformity  with  the 
truth.  The  fact  that  the  Nazis  are 
brutes  who  have  lost  every  image  of 
God,  does  not  iriake  angels  of  us.  As 
we  all  know,  we  have  our  share  of  the 
scum  of  the  earth ;  our  economv  i> 
frightfully  faulty,  and  our  psychology 
is  the  most  morbid  in  the  world. 
Vacillating  as  we  do  between  adher- 
ence to  a  most  rigid  tribalism  and  a 
desire  for  slavish  assimilation,  we  have 
largelv  become  super-sensitive  neuro- 
tics weighed  down  with  complexes  of 
inferioritv  and  ])ride,  which  cannot 
but  be  disliked  by  every  healthy  per- 
son. 

We  have  not  traversed  the  vallev  of 
persecution  and  suffering  for  centur- 
ies without  collecting  some  of  the  dust 
of  the  road.  Persecution  degrades 
and  humiliates  a  peo])le  and  makes  it 
unlikcable  even  if  every  one  of  its 
faults  can  l)e  easily  explained  bv  its 
suffering.   


DIFFICULTIES  IN  THE  WAY  OF 
PROSELYTIZING  JEWS 

By  Hans  Kosmala  in  the 
"International  Review  of 
Missions" 

TIIE    fir^t   call   which  summoned 
all    Hebrew    Christians    to  close 
their  ranks  and  to  form  a  unit 
within  the  universal  Christian  Church 
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came  in  1907  from  America,  when 
Mark  Eevy,  'a  son  of  Israel's  jjriestly 
line."  made  an  appeal  to  all  branches 
of  the  Christian  Church  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  its  original  Hebrew 
branch.  .V  number  of  bishops  replied 
with  lofty  words  and  all  the  churches 
.>eemed  inclined  to  promote  the  growth 
(jf  the  idea,  but  Hebrew  Christendom 
failed  to  respond.  Two  year>  later, 
Pihilip  Cuhen,  a  missionary  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  published 
his  famous  i)amphlet.  The  Hcbrczc 
Clirisfiaii  and  his  National  Continui- 
ty, in  which  he  endeavored  to  explain 
wh}-  Hebrew  Christians  should  organ- 
ize in  some  inde|)endent  corporation, 
where  they  could  live  as  believers  in 
Chribt  whilst  preserving  their  Jew- 
ish customs  and  rites.  But  the  most 
important  side  of  that  problem,  by 
what  ways  and  means  the  great  idea 
could  be  accomplished,  was  not  men- 
tioned. The  author  only  suggested  that 
a  conference  or  a  special  committee 
'could  easily  form  a  realizable  pro- 
ject.' The  great  bulk  of  Hebrew 
Christians,  however,  were  far  from 
feeling  the  need  which  was  so  elo- 
(juently  demonstrated  by  Air.  Cohen. 
One  of  the  most  ardent  and  conser^•a- 
tive  advocates  of  the  Hebrew  Christ- 
ian Church  was  Hayini  Yedidyah 
Lucky,  who  demanded  that  even  the 
ordinances  of  the  Talmud  and  its 
commentaries  should  be  observed  bv 
Hebrew  Christians  because  this  is  our 
Lord's  command  (  John  v,  39). 

The  foundation  of  a  Hebrew  Chris- 
tian Church  has  since  been  advocated 
b\-  manv  Jews  who  have  come  to  be- 
lieve in  Christ,  but  the  diversity  of 
their  jirojects  is  as  great  as  their  num- 
bers. ( )ne  desires  a  world-wide  na- 
tional Heljrew  Christian  Church,  an- 
other prefers  the  formation  of  indi- 
vidual Hebrew  Christian  congrega- 
tions within  the  Catholic  Church;  one 
is  detern)ined  to  retain  all  rabbinical 
regulations  and  ancient  Jewish  u.sages 
sell  as  circumcision,  the  observance  of 
the  Sabbath,  Yom  Kippur  ( Day  of 
.\tonenient  )  Passover  and  so  on;  an- 
otjhclr.  more  liberal  confines  himself 
to  a  small  selection  of  Jewish  rites; 
one  esteems  a  liturgy  in  the  Hebrew 
language  indispensable  for  the  He- 
brew Christian  service,  another  con- 
sider.s  the  introduction  of  the  Hebrew 
language  innnaterial  and  unnecessary. 
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Regarding  the  organization  of  the  new 
cliurch  there  is  no  proposition  which 
is  not  opposed  to  another,  irrespective 
of  the  many  theological  controversio. 
The  great  variety  of  forms  in  which 
the  idea  has  cr\stallized  and  the  stub- 
hornness  with  which  some  Hebrew 
Christians  defend  their  own  projects 
make  the  realization  of  the  itlea  in 
one  sjjecilled  form,  to  be  binding  on 
all,  almost  inipossl)le.  Mvery  endea- 
Nonr  along  that  line,  altiiough  nsnally 
beginning  amid>t  enthusiasm  and  great 
.)|)timi.sm,  has  so  far  been  shipwreck- 
ed. 

THE  JEWISH  ARABS  OF 
GALILEE 

Correspondence  to 
"Great  Britain  and  the 
East" 

IX  the  hills  of  Upper  Galilee,  half- 
way between  Safad  and  Acco,  on 
an  almost  straight  line  across  the 
map.  lies  a  village  called  Albakia  by 
the  Arabs  and  Pekiin  by  the  Jews. 

It  is  set  in  a  fertile  region  where  the 
soil  is  rich  and  sjjrings  flow  abimd- 
antly  all  the  year  arovmd.  On  all  sides 
are  vineyards.  i)lantations  of  oHve,  fig 
and  carob  ;  fields  of  grain  and  gardens 
])lanted  with  vegetables.  I'lain  and 
hillsides  are  well  cultivated,  according 
to  Aral)  standards. 

I'ekiin  might  be  taken  for  almost 
any  other  Arab  settlement  of  the  l)et- 
ter  type  save  for  one  fact — that  in  its 
gates  there  is  a  small  Jewish  commun- 
itv  of  60  persons  among  about  four 
hundred  Druses  and  Christian  Arabs, 
a  community  with  a  firm  oral  tradi- 
tion that  its  ancestors  did  not  leave 
Palestine  after  the  Jewish  common- 
wealth was  destroyed  by  the  Romans 
in  70  A.  D.  or  at  any  other  titne. 

These  jews  are  often  referred  to 
in  Palestine  as  "Jewish  Arabs"  or 
"Arab  Jews."  Both  terms  are  misno- 
mers, although  there  is  much  reason 
for  using  them.  These  i)eoi)lc  are  Jews, 
self-recognized  and  recognisable  as 
lews  beyond  doubt,  but  they  are  tho- 
roughly Arabised.  Thev  are  peasants 
like  their  neighbors,  live  in  the  same 
hovels.  s])eak  the  same  guttm-al  vil- 
lage Arabic,  eat  the  •-ame  food,  wear 
the  same  clothing,  believe  in  the  same 
legends.  After  that  come  the  differ- 
ences, whch  are  twofold:  namely,  re- 
ligion and  race. 

"  Without  attempting  an  ethnological 
analvsis  and  nutch  as  they  appear  to 
resemble  Arabs  at  first  glance,  the 
cast  of  their  features  and  the  exjjres- 
si(jn  in  their  eyes  are  markedly  non- 
Arabic.     Tradition  in  these  remote, 


>tatic>nary  di>irict>  lia>  .dnu^l  ihv 
force  of  history.  They  claim  that  the 
great  i)olitical  cata.strophe  which  sent 
the  majority  of  the  Jewish  pcoi)le  into 
e.xile  for  two  thousand  years  passed 
over  the  heads  of  their  ancestors. 

This  is  not  improbable.  This  part  of 
Galilee,  "the  Land  of  Asher,"  was  al- 
ways off  the  beaten  track  of  caravans 
and  armies.  To  this  day  Pekiin  can 
be  reached  only  on  donkey  back  over 
a  stony  path  at  a  distance  of  over  two 
hours  from  the  nearest  high  road. 
The  peasant  is  the  last  to  leave  his 
farm  in  times  of  crisis.  Pekiin  and 
the  numerous  Jewish  farm  villages 
which  are  known  to  have  existed  in 
that  region  remained  untouched,  and 
so  continue  in  i)eace. 

\\'hate\er  In'  the  genealogy  of  this 
remnant  of  ancient  Palestine,  there 
seens  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  historic 
continuity  of  the  settlement,  which  is 
referred  to  in  the  Talmud  under  the 
name  of  "Tekoa."  and  then  reappears 
after  more  than  a  thousand  years  in 
the  narrative  of  an  e:ir\y  sixteenth 
century  traveller.  PTom  that  time  tra- 
vellers repeatedlv  visited  the  village 
and  noted  it  in  their  records. 

The  Pekiin  Jews  observe  the  Sab- 
bath strictly  as  well  as  other  festivals. 
They  read  the  sacred  "Torah"  and 
their  pra\'ers  in  Hebrew,  have  a  syna- 
gogue whose  tradition  connects  them 
with  the  Heth  Hamidrash  (  House  of 
Torah)  of  Rabbi  Simon  bar  Jochai 
and  a  tomb  ascril)ed  to  Rabbi  Joshua 
bar  Hananya,  and  observe  the  Jewish 
dietary  laws. 

Until  the  present  generation  Arabic 
was  the  s])oken  language  of  the  peo- 
ple. Hebrew  having  been  preserved 
as  the  tongue  of  ])rayer  only.  To-day 
the  children  speak  Hebrew  like  all 
other  Jewish  school-children  in  Pales- 
tine, thanks  to  the  Hebrew  school 
w  hich  has  been  founded  in  their  midst. 
The  elders  have  also  ])icke(l  up  a  work- 
ing knowledge  of  the  language  through 
contact  with  the  new  Jewish  settle- 
ments in  the  Galilee  area.  The  ver- 
nacular, however,  remains  Arabic. 

Despite  the  fertility  of  the  region 
and  their  hereditarv  skill  in  ;igricul- 
tiu'e.  the  Jews  of  Pekiin  are  poor. 
Thev  are  landless  peasants.  The  com- 
bined holdings  of  the  community 
amount  to  no  more  than  twenty  acres. 
.Most  families  have  a  half  acre,  out 
of  which  it  is  manifestly  imixissible 
to  draw  a  living.  They  have  no  farm 
animals  to  work  the  bits  of  land  they 
(jo  own.  The\'  have  no  cows,  o.xen, 
donkeys  or  sheep.  Most  of  them  hire 


themselves  out  to  Arab  farmers  and 
in  the  new  Jewish  villages. 

THE  POPES  AND  THE  JEWS 

By  Cecil  Roth  in  the 
"Church    Quarterly  Re- 
view" 

J  Ins  arliclc  i^'us  (irii/iinillv  writfcii 
lor  a  (i  ci-iiian-J  C7visli  encyclopaedia, 
the  coiicludiiKj  z'oliiiiies  of  wliich  are 
unlikely  to  appear  under  present  cir- 
cumstances. 

THE  role  of  the  Popes  in  Jewish 
history  was  threefold.  Firstly, 
as  the  heads  of  the  Catholic 
Church :  secondly,  as  temporal  rulers 
of  considerable  territories,  in  Italy 
and  Southenn  P''rance :  and  thinU}', 
in  their  purely  personal  capacity. 
The  official  policy  of  the  Catholic 
Church  towards  the  Jew  was  one  of 
tolerance,  however  narrow  the  inter- 
pretation. The  preservation  of  (this 
particular  unbeUever  (if  in  ignomi- 
ny) provided  in  Christian  eyes 
standing  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
Scripture  and  the  punishment  of 
guilt:  and,  though  his  ultimate  con- 
version was  taken  as  axiomatic,  this 
was  to  be  secured  by  peaceful  means. 
Put,  though  he  was  to  be  tolerated, 
he  was  not  to  be  encouraged  by  be- 
ing given  any  ad\antage  over  the 
faithful.  He  was  to  be  kept  in  strict 
segregation,  lest  he  should  contamin- 
ate Christian  orthodoxy  through  his 
disbelief :  and  he  should  be  rigidly 
excluded  fro  m  positions  through 
which  he  might  exercise  authority 
over  true  believers.  This  was  the  of- 
ficial [)olicy  of  the  Church:  and,  until 
C(jmparatively  recent  times,  it  was  de- 
parted from  far  more  frecjuently  on 
the  side  of  leniency  than  otherwise. 

Though  the  Popes,  as  mouthpieces 
ui  the  Church,  were  largely  responsi- 
ble for  the  discriminatory  legislation 
against  the  Jew  which  stained  the  lat- 
er Middle  Ages,  they  were  never,  or 
seldom,  guilty  of  actual  i)ersecution. 
such  as  was  indulged  in  by  over-zea- 
lous subordinates  or  secular  rulers. 
The  gros.ser  libels  and  attacks  upon 
the  Jewish  people  were  consistently 
discouraged,  or  even  prohibited,  by  the 
Papacy,  excepting  in  a  few  except- 
ional cases  when  a  tanl\-  and  unwill- 
ing accpiiescence  was  forced  out  of  it 
by  ])opular  action.  Thus  the  Ritual 
Murder  Libel,  which  obtained  cre- 
dence in  almost  e\er_\'  countr\'  in  Eu- 
rope, was  re])eatedly  condenmed  by  the 
head  of  the  Catholic  Church,  while 
the  so-called  "martyrs"  received  the 
official  sanction  only  in  one  or  two 
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cx  post  facto  linstances.  While  the 
rulers  oi  the  Christian  world,  from 
the  thirteenth  century  onwards,  were 
vying  with  one  another  in  expelling  the 
Jews,  they  found  a  refuge  in  the  Pa- 
pal dominions.  It  is  significant  that, 
under  the.  Papal  aegis,  the  communit>- 
of  Rome  (alone  probably  in  the  whole 
of  Europe)  was  enabled  to  continue 
its  existence  undisturbed  from  classi- 
cal times  down  to  the  present  day. 
Similarly,  the  only  part  of  France 
where  the  historic  communities  of  the 
middle  ages  were  able  to  continue 
their  settlement  unbroken,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  fourteenth-cen- 
tury expulsions,  was  in  the  Papal  pos- 
sessions of  Avignon  and  the  Comtat 
Yenaissin. 

Even  the  discriminatory  official 
policy  of  the  Church  remained,  gen- 
erally speaking,  an  ideal,  which  the 
Popes  themselves  were  the  first  to 
overlook.  It  became  a  standard  of 
practice  only  at  moments  of  general 
reaction — in  the  twelfth  century,  un- 
der the  menace  of  the  Albigensians : 
in  the  fifteenth,  -  in  consequence  of 
the  Hussite  movement:  and,  more 
permanently,  in  the  sixteenth,  in  the 
wake  of  the  Reformation.  In  the  in- 
tervals, the  Popes  themselves  set  the 
example  of  neglecting  the  canonical 
restrictions  upon  the  Jews,  employing 
them  as  their  agents  and  physicians, 
allowing  them  an  almost  unqualified 
measure  of  freedom,  and  even  per- 
mitting the  baptized  to  revert  to 
Judaism  unmolested.  Thus  it  was  on- 
ly during  the  three  centuries  before 
the  fall  of  the  temporal  power  that 
the  Canonical  restrictions  were  at  all 
consistently  observed  even  in  Rome 
itself. 

It  is  only  in  the  succeeding  period 
that  the  Papacy  arrived  at  the  full 
extent  of  its  power:  largely  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  interregnum  during  !the 
wars  at  the  close  of  the  sixth  century, 
which  left  it  supreme  at  Rome.  The 
creator  of  the  Papacy  in  the  modern 
sense  was  Gregory  the  Great  (590- 
604),  who  formulated  the  policy  to- 
wards the  Jews  which  was  followed 
with  few  intermissions  throughout 
the  Middle  Ages.  In  his  sermons,  he 
complained  bitterly  against  the  obdu- 
racy and  the  stony  hearts  of  the  un- 
believers, and  he  took  care  that  all 
the  canonical  restrictions  against  them 
should  be  rigorously  enforced.  At 
the  same  time,  he  insisted  that  they 
should  be  shown  strict  justice,  and 
protected  them  consistently  in  cases 
of  persecution.  In  consequence  ,  he 
was  frequently  appealed  to  on  matters 


connected  with  this  from  all  over  Italy 
— especially  in  relation  to  the  com- 
munities o  f  Sicily,  i  n  which  I  h  e 
Church  was  at  that  time  greatly  in- 
terested by  reason  of  its  vast  estates 
— relics  of  the  old  latcfundki.  Thus, 
on  the  one  hand,  he  repeatedly  urg- 
ed the  Bishops  to  keep  close  watch 
against  any  infringement  of  the  Can- 
on Law:  forbade  the  Jews  to  purch- 
ase sacred  vessels:  proceeded  rigor- 
ously against  any  endeavour  or  >u>- 
picion  of  proselytisation  on  their 
part :  and  saw  to  it  that  they  should 
not  continue  to  hold  baptised  slave^ 
either  in  person  or  even  in  the  names 
of  their  apostate  children  (thus,  inci- 
dentally, contributing  largely  to  the 
lireaking  of  the  Jewish  monopoly  in 
the  slave-trade  which  had  existed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  Dark  Ages). 
On  the  other  hand,  he  was  always 
open  to  recei\ing  appeals  from  Jews 
and  protected  them  in  case  of  need : 
— forbidding  forced  baptisms :  safe- 
guarding their  freedom  of  worship: 
and,  while  prohibiting  the  building  of 
new  synagogues,  seeing  that  they  were 
left  in  imdisturbed  enjoyment  of  the 
old.  .Vppeals  sent  to  him  on  such 
questions  from  places  as  far  distant 
as  Terracina.  Cagliari.  and  Palermo 
were  all  answered  favourably.  The 
policv  of  Gregory  the  Great  mav  be 
summed  up  in  a  single  passage  in  one 
of  his  letters  {Epistolac,  ed.  ^ligne, 
viii.  25)  "]ust  as  the  Jews  in  their 
communities  may  not  be  allowed  any 
liberties  beyond  the  measure  alloted 
to  them  by  law,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  must  suffer  no  infringement  of 
their  rights."  In  both  its  favourable 
and  its  imfavorable  aspects,  this  set 
the  example  for  the  Papal,  and.  gener- 
ally, for  the  ecclesiastical  policy  in  its 
main  lines  down  to  modern  times. 

In  the  obscure  and  troubled  period 
which  followed,  the  Popes  occupied 
themselves  little  with  the  Jews,  as  far 
as  our  knowledge  goes.  Stephen  III 
(768-772)  protested  against  the  privi- 
leged position  of  those  of  Xarbonne. 
who  were  allowed  to  posses>  landed 
propertv  and  mingled  with  their  Christ- 
tian  neighbours  on  terms  of  familiari- 
ty. Nicholas  I  (858-866),  in  an  ob- 
scure letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Orta. 
prohibited  the  wearing  of  "Jewish 
garments"  as  vestments.  Leo  VII 
(937-9)  departed  from  the  tolerant 
precedent  set  by  his  predecessors,  au- 
thorising the  Archbishop  of  Mayence 
to  give  the  Jews  of  his  diocese  the  al- 
ternative of  ex]nilsion  or  apostasy.  In 
the  persecutions  which  took  place 
throughout  Europe  at  the  beginning 


of  the  eleventh  century  in  consequence 
of  a  report  that  the  Jew^  liad  persuad- 
ed the  Moslems  to  destroy  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jerusalem, 
the  Pope  took,  so  far  as  is  known,  no 
part:  though  a  forged  document  oi 
great  antiquity  is  ascribed  in  this  con- 
nection to  Sergius  I\'  (1009-1011). 
According  to  a  Hebrew  account,  how- 
ever, the  Jews  api)ealed  to  the  Pope  at 
this  juncture  and  received  the  protec- 
tion they  craved  {Ocar  Tab.  iv. 
7).  There  is  an  obscure  report  of  a 
liersecution  which  the  Jews  of  Rome 
>uffered  at  the  hands  of  Benedict 
\TI  (1012-1024)  in  1021  on  the 
grounds  of  an  alleged  blasphemy 
which,  it  was  said,  had  cauj^ed  the 
destructive  earthquake  and  cyclone  at 
Eastertide  in  that  year. 

In  the  course  of  the  Investiture  strug- 
gle, the  Popes  endeavoured  to  discre- 
dit the  Emporors  on  the  grounds  that 
they  favoured  the  Jews.  Gregorv  \TI 
in  1078  renewed  the  canonical  laws 
against  investing  them  with  ])ositions 
of  trust,  aiming  in  particular  against 
their  employment  as  tax-farmers  or 
mint-masters :  a  j)rohibitions  which  he 
renewed  in  a  brief  of  1080  to  .\lfonso 
\  I  of  Castile.  The  outrages  perpetrat- 
ed by  the  Crusaders  from  10^6  on- 
wards met  with  no  approval  from  the 
Holy  See.  As  early  as  1063,  Alexande 
11  ('1061-1073)  had  specitically  admon- 
ished the  Christian  reinforcements  on 
their  road  to  Spain  not  to  molest  the 
Jews:  though  Urban  II  (1088-1098) 
declaimed  against  the  action  of  the 
Emperor  Henry  I\'  in  pemiitting 
those  who  had  sought  refuge  in  bap- 
tism to  return  to  their  old  faith.  On 
the  other  hand.  Calixtus  II  (1119- 
1124)  issued  in  1120  a  protective  Bull 
.V/V/(/  Jiidacis  luni,  in  which  he  strong- 
ly condemned  all  forms  of  persecu- 
tion, especially  forced  ba})tism,  in  un- 
qualified terms.  This  became  the 
(jreat  Charter  of  Jewish  Liberties 
throughout  Europe  in  after  years. 
Time  after  time  it  was  repeated  by 
succeeding  Popes:  and,  l)y  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  it  had  been 
confirmed  at  least  fourteen  times  in 
all.  In  the  course  of  the  period  of 
internecine  strife  which  followed  the 
Investure  disputes,  Anacletus  II  (Pie- 
ro  Pierleoni),  who  was  of  immediate 
Jewish  extraction,  became  Anti-Pope : 
and,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the 
majority  of  Europe,  he  was  able  to 
maintain  himself  in  Rome  from  1130 
to  1138.  This  curious  episode  is  no 
doubt  to  Ix'  conected  with  the  media- 
eval legend  of  the  Jewish  Pope,  An- 
dreas or  Elchanan. 
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GERMANY  ON  BLUM 

By  Baroti  Paul  Forstcr 
in  "Danubiau  Review" 

NOTIllXi;  is  settled  wliicli  i.- 
not  riyhtly  settled,  oiux'  said 
Lincoln  and  nothing  can  he 
>ettled  in  Knrope,  or  in  fact  in  the 
world,  so  long"  as  we  endeavour  to 
cure  the  evil  hy  superficial  medicines 
which  might  he  useful  to  make  the 
visible  signs  of  the  disease  fade  away 
for  the  moment,  but  do  not  tackle  the 
evil  at  its  root  and  eradicate  it  once 
for  all. 

It  is  said,  both  as  regards  economics 
and  politics,  that  there  must  necessari- 
ly be  a  return  of  confidence  before  any 
real  progress  can  be  made.  This  is 
true,  but  whv  should  one  grouj)  of 
])Owers  be  distrusted  when  all  the\ 
ask  for  is  etiual  treatment  and  ecpial 
chances  in  the  fight  for  existence.  It 
is  clearly  wrong  to  mistrust  those  who 
simply,  in  plain  and  unmistakable 
words  demand  e(|uality  at  a  time  when 
others  continue  in  the  s])irit  of  I'M'), 
it  has  always  been  for  victors  to  ten- 
der a  friendly  hand  to  the  defeated. 

.Monsieur  Ilium  has  made  yet  an- 
other pacifist  s|)eech  on  the  24th  inst 
— but  this  again  was  so  characteristi- 
cally surrounded  by  safet\'  valves  that 
it  is  hardly  probable  that  Herr  Hitler 
will  be  able  to  i^o  further  than  he  has 
done  before  offering  all  jjossible 
guarantees  to  France  on  the  (piestion 
of  the  Franco-tk'rman  border  and 
that  of  ])eaceful  co-operation  between 
the  tw(j  countries. 

Germany  has,  besides,  already 
guarantee(i  the  integrity  of  Belgium. 
And  Ilelgium  secerns  to  be  satisfied 
with  these  guarantees  and,  if  we  are 
not  mistaken,  wishes  to  carry  on  an 
independent  foreign  policy  of  her 
own.  To  all  appearances  Belgium  is 
not  yet  convinced  that  the  recent 
French  foreign  i)olicy  can  increase  her 
own  security  but  she  seems  to  fear 
that  she  may  become  entangled  in  a 
French  adventure. 

This  consideration  leads  to  that  of 
another  slogan  which,  it  is  to  be  ho])- 
ed.  is  but  a  dream  of  the  past,  that 
of  collective  security. 

A.S  it  was  advocated  bv  its  sup])ort- 
ers  it  had  the  appearance  of  Ix'ing  of 
an  innocent  nature  but  in  fact  it  was 
nothing  less  than  a  means  of  main- 
raining  the  status  qito  as  against  evo- 
lution. :  The  idea  was  rendered  the 
more  pernicious  by  reason  of  the 
Franco-Russian  alliance  which  is 
greatly  res])onsible  for  what  is  consi- 
dered to  be  a  danger  in  England, 


thai  of  the  splitting  of  Europe  into 
two  c;inip>,  that  of  h'ascist  and  .Vnti- 
fa^cist. 

Collectixe  security  is  an  Utopian 
d  vv  ;i  ni  o  r  a  ni  ask  I  o  r  which 
it  mn>t  n  e  c  e  s  s  a  r  i  I  y  be  so  long 
as  it  is  based  upon  the  status  quo.  No 
sane  politician  can  expect  any  collec- 
ti\e  security  pact  to  be  of  lasting  value 
as  long  as  it  is  based  upon  two  sets 
of  ])owers-:  saturated  ones  on  the  out' 
hand  and  dissatisfied  ones  on  the  t)t]i- 
er. 


JEWISH  URBAN  AND  RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT  IN  PALESTINE 

By  E.  I.  Foote,  in  "Great 
Britain  and  the  East" 

THb'.  two  best  examples  of  Jewish 
development  in  I'alestine  are, 
from  an  urban  point  of  view. 
Tel-.\viv,  and  from  an  agricultural 
point  of  view  the  Valley  of  Jezreel. 
lioth  show  the  cjuality  of  the  Jews, 
which  perhaps  was  unexpected,  and 
both  tend  to  show  what  the  Jew  is 
capable  of  if  allowed  enough  scope. 

Jerusalem  we  can  eliminate  as  being 
too  otTicial,  too  cosmopolitan,  and  too 
old,  to  allow  the  Jews  a  free  hand  in 
its  development,  although  they  have 
erected  many  fine  buildings  and  it  is 
their  cultural  centre  inasmuch  as  the 
i  lebrew  University  is  situated  there, 
liut  the  atmosphere  has  changed  from 
:tiltural  (perhaps  it  would  l)e  correct 
to  say  that  the  idea  of  a  cultural  home 
was  only  an  embryonic  princi]ile  which 
never  materialised)  to  definite  j)oli- 
tical  Zionism,  and  the  heart  of  this 
movement  is  where  the  Jews  have  got 
their  own  hundred  per  cent  Jew'ish 
City. 

Imagine  a  town  which  lias  nothing 
of  tradition,  or  old  buildings — almost 
no  old  men.  Something  "brand"  new. 
The  architecture  is  not  only  modern, 
but  is  also  of  the  modern  type  of 
(Jerman  architecture — straight  lines 
and  right  angles.  The  foundation  of 
the  City  is  sand.  And  the  development 
has  reached  such  a  frenzied  pitch, 
with  land  values  increasing  according- 
ly, that  factories  once  built  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  have  found  them- 
selves engulfed,  so  that  it  pays  to  sell, 
tearing  down  the  factory  and  re-build- 
ing it  further  out.  ( )range  groves — 
so  recently  planted  that  they  never 
have  borne  fruit — are  ri|)ped  out  to 
allow  for  the  encroaching  town.  The 
speed  ;uid  the  work  envolved  are  tre- 
mendous. 

Streets  on  the  borders  of  the  town 
are  still  sand,  although  modern  blocks 


of  flat  flank  their  sides — but  there 
will  be  time  to  pave  later,  more  Hats, 
more  hotises  more  ofTices,  more  shop.s 
are  in  demand,  and  like  mushrooms, 
they  spring  up — not  wildly  and  in  con- 
fusion, but  under  a  definite  town 
])lanning  scheme. 

W  ithin  this  booming  town  private 
enterprise  is  bound  to  creep  in,  but 
it  is  kept  at  its  lowest  ebb.  The  Jew 
reali.ses  that  quick  money  breeds  lazi- 
ness, and  what  the  Jews  must  have 
in  I'alestine  is  workmen — no  passen- 
gers. That  a  factory  shuld  make  a 
large  profit  because  residential  areas 
have  sprung  up  around  it  harms  no 
one  man.  The  factory  is  erected — 
more  laboiu" — shareholders  gain  in  di- 
vidends ior  bonus — more  i>urcha.sing 
possibilities  to  the  people — capital  di- 
vided into  many  small  units,  spread 
so  that  many  gain  but  none  too  much. 

But  the  Jew  workman  who  leases 
his  house  or  flat  is  not  allowed  to  sell 
his  plot  at  these  soaring  values ;  that 
is  a  condition  of  his  lease.  His  house 
is  for  his  family  and  himself  to  dwell 
in,  but  the  Jewish  organisation  which 
owns  the  land  and  its  twin  brother 
that  lends  the  money  to  buy  the  land 
controls  labour  and  most  Jewish  en- 
terprise and  development ;  it  also  holds 
certain  rights  over  that  land  or  house 
or  flat,  and  speculation  is  barred.  It 
is  deemed  unfair,  besides  a  deterrent 
to  work,  if  a  man  suddenly  finds  his 
house  or  plot  worth  ten  times  the 
amount  he  gave  for  it,  because  devel- 
opment spreads  in  a  certain  direction 
while  his  friends  in  some  other  quart- 
er have  not  gained  a  penny. 


FRUM  the  wild  develoiHuent  of 
Tel-Aviv  we  come  to  the  calmer  but 
even  more  spectacular  work  in  the  ru- 
ral areas.  This  area  in  1921  was  a  foul 
malarial  swamp,  unhealthy  to  a  devas- 
tating degree,  and  considered  worth- 
less. At  the  cost  of  untold  hardships 
and  many  lives,  the  Jews  drained  that 
land — malaria  is  almost  stamj^ed  out 
— and  made  it  into  some  of  the  most 
fertile  mixed  farming  land  in  Pales- 
tne. 

This  lantl  is  Keren  Kayeiiietli  land 
and  therefore  devoted  to  the  communal 
and  co-operative  systems.  Naturally 
in  Palestine  capitalism  has  entered  the 
country  as  well  as  the  town.  A  Jew, 
like  any  other  man,  likes  to  start  his 
farm  or  hi^  business  unshackled  by 
— sometimes — ^  annoying  terms  from 
the  Keren  Kaycmetli  or  Keren  Ha\- 
esod.  He  is  also  naturally  permitted 
{Continued  on  Page  21) 
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BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER  ACTIVITIES 


LARGE  AUDIENCE  ATTENDS  GRADUATION  EXERCISES  OF 
CENTER  HEBREW  SCHOOL 


1937  GRADUATING  CLASS 

Left  to  right,  Top  Rozv:  E.  M.  Edclstein,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Beder,  Benj.  Hirsh,  M.  Halevi.  Second  Row:  Kenneth 
Amer,  Phoebe  Honig,  Sheldon  Atlas.  Zelta  Daniels, 
Judah  Klem,  Rosalind  Wdfe,  Theodo>re  Netciimn. 
Bottom  Rozv:  David  Brcssler,  Marcia  Koch,  Dr.  I. 
H.  Lcvinthal,  Doris  Levy,  Leroy  Lowenfeld. 


Despite  tlie  hot  siege  which  reigned 
on  that  day,  a  large  part  of  our  Syna- 
gogue was  filled  with  an  interested  au- 
dience to  witness  the  gradation  exer- 
cises of  our  afternoon  Hebrew  School. 

An  important  feature  of  the  pro- 
gram was  the  presentation  of  the  fol- 
lowing prizes  to  the  boys  and  girls 
who  have  distinguished  themselves : 

The  gold  medal  presented  by  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Hyman  Rachmil  to  the  grad- 
uate having  the  best  record  for  profi- 
ciency and  scholarship  —  Kenneth 
Amer. 

The  Sisterhood  of  the  Center  pre- 
sented a  prize  to  the  member  who  has 
made  the  best  progress  in  his  studies 
during  the  last  year — Judah  Klein. 

The  Parent  Teachers  Association  of 
the  Hebrew  and  Sunday  Schools  pre- 
sented a  prize  to  the  student  in  the 
graduating  class  who,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  teachers,  displayed  the 
best  character  and  the  most  sympathe- 
tic attitude  towards  the  school — Leroy 
Lowenfeld. 

The  prize  by  Mrs.  Margaret  M. 
Levy,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  bro- 
ther, Harry  J.  Moskowitz,  to  the  mem- 
ber of  the  graduating  class  in  the 
ihrcc-dav-a  -week  division  who  has  the 


best  record  in  proficiency  of  studies — 
Phoebe  Honig. 

The  following  is  the  pi'ogram  that 
was  carried  through  at  the  Graduation 
Service : 

1.  Procession — Graduates,  alumni, 
teachers,  officers  and  guests.  Dur- 
ing procesion,  the  pupils'  choir 
led  by  Rev.  Kantor  will  sing  a 
hymn. 

2.  America — Rev.  S.  'Kanfor  and 
Congragation. 

3.  Opening  Prayer — Judah  Klein 

4.  Lsaiah — Chapter  XI  —  Sheldon 
Atlas 

5.  "The  Hebrew  Language"  (by 
Solomon  Schecter) — Zelta  Dan- 
iels 

6.  Selection,  "Ethics  of  the  Fath- 
ers"— Leroy  Lowenfeld 

7.  "The  Jewish  Mother"  (by  Hen- 
rietta Szold) — Marcia  Koch 

8.  Vocal  Selection — Rev.  S.  Kantor 

9.  "The  Responsibility  of  Every 
Tew"  (by  C.  G.  Montefiore)  — 
Rosalind  Wolfe 

10.    "Jerusalem"   (poem  by  j.  Fich- 
man) — David  Dressier 


11.  "What  xMakes  A  Man  A  Jew" 
(by  Morris  Joseph ) — Doris  Levy 

12.  "Im  Yesh  Eth  Nafshecha  La- 
daath"  (poem  by  Chaim  Nach- 
man  Bialik) — Theodore  Newman 

13.  "Charity"  (by  Rabbi  Jacob  Ben 
-\sher) — I'hoebe  Honig 

14.  Musical  Selections  by  "The  Os- 
car Julius  Yiddish  Art  Quart- 
ette" 

15.  Greetings  and  .Vvvard  of  I 'rizes 

a.  1)1  belialf  of  the  Center — 
Mr.  Jo.seph  lAl.  Schwartz, 
President 

b.  Presentation  of  C^old  Medal 
—Air.  Frank  Schaeffer, 
Chairman  Hebrew  School 
Committee 

c.  Sisterhood  Prize — Mrs  A 
Witty,  Pres. 

d.  Parent  Teachers  Association 
—Mrs.  I.  Wiener,  President 

I  (J.  Musical  Selection  by  "The  Oscar 
Julius  Yiddish  .Vrt  Ouarteete" 

17.  Presentation  of  Graduates — Mr. 
M.  Halevi 

18.  Award  of  Diplomas  and  Bless- 
ing—Dr.  I.  H.  Levinthal 

P*.    Valedictory — Kenneth  Amer 

20.  Closing  Prayer— Judah  Klein 

21.  Hatikvah 


THE  MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

solicits  your  cooperation  in  enroll- 
ing new  members  for  the  Brook- 
lyn Jewish  Center. 

The  vacation  season  offers  a 
splendid  opportunity  to  make  new- 
friends.  Speak  to  them  about  the 
Center,  its  splendid  facilities,  the 
many  activities  for  it>  meniljers, 
and  urge  them  to  join  the  member- 
ship of  the  institution. 

The  office  of  the  Center  will 
gladly  cooperate  with  you  in  sup- 
plying these  i)rospective  members 
with  literature  concerning  our  in- 
stitution. 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 

CENTER  ACADEMY  COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES 


1937  GRADUATING  CLASS 

/,('/'/   /()   rit/li:  :  Joan   J\  I iiiylioffcr,  Xoaini  S.  Srinir. 
Barbara    i.  Liiric.  lUiuor  M.  Rosensfein,  Gladys 
Fish.  Arliiic  M.  Brayiii,  Edith  M.  Lci'iiilhal,  Muriel 
C.  Gold. 


V  h  V  grachuitini:;'  exercises  o  f 
the  Center  Academy  were  held 
1111  Thursdax"  morning,  June  10th,  in 
tlic  auditorium.  The  processional,  in 
which  the  entire  school  participated, 
the  girls  carrying  peonies,  the  boys 
wearing  buttonholes  of  cornflowers 
w  as  characterized  by  a  ciuality  of  quiet 
dignity  and  loveliness.  Mrs.  Sophia 
Soskin,  J'rincipal  spoke  on  "Educa- 
ting for  Social  Responsibility" ;  Rab- 
bi Levinthal  in  his  capacity  of  Direc- 
tor of  Hebrew  Education  in  the  Cen- 
ter Academy,  spoke  earnestly  of  his 
dee])  wish  that  the  graduates  might 
continue  their  active  interest  in  Jew- 
ish affairs;  Air.  David  Rosenstein, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
discussed  the  implications  in  the  com- 
plex world  of  today  of  the  unique  ed- 
ucational advantages  the  Academy  of- 


IMPRESSIVE  CONSECRATION 
SERVICE  HELD  ON  SHEVUOTH 

The  second  Consecration  Service  in 
the  history  of  our  Center  took  place 
on  the  first  day  of  Shevuoth.  Sunday 
:\[ay  16th,  and  like  the  one  which  took 
place  last  year  made  a  deep  and  last- 
ing impression  ujion  the  crowded  Con- 
gregation that  filled  every  seat  and 
the  aisles  of  our  Synagogue. 

The  girls,  in  rendering  the  various 
parts  assigned  to  them,  showed  a  re- 
markable understanding  and  appre- 
ciation of  the  significance  of  the  oc- 
casion, and  testified  to  the  value  of 
the  instruction  that  they  received  dur- 
ing the  year  from  their  teacher,  Mrs. 
Helen  Levinthal  Sukloff. 

The  program  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing : 


fers.  All  address  on  behalf  of  the  ])a- 
rents  of  Academy  pupils  w  as  deli\  ered 
by  Hon.  Aaron  L.  Jacoby. 

The  .second  half  of  the  program 
offered  two  plays,  one  in  Hebrew  and 
one  in  English,  conceived,  written  and 
acted  by  the  members  of  the  gradua- 
ting class.  "A  Visit  to  ^'emen"  was 
inspired  by  interest  in  jiresent  day  life 
in  Yemen  and  described  the  tendency 
of  present  day  Yemen  to  retain  the 
simple  mode  of  living  and  observances 
of  their  biblical  ancestors.  "New  Life 
in  a  New  Land",  a  play  based  on  im- 
migration, was  a  direct  outgrowth  of 
the  Eighth  Grade  Social  Studies,  w  hich 
dealt  with  the  industrial,  political  and 
cultural  problems  of  the  American 
people  and  their  relation  to  other  na- 
tions. 


1.  I'roces^ion — Members  of  Conse- 
cration Cla,s>,  escorted  by  Mr.  Jo- 
seph M.  Schwartz,  President,  Mr. 
Frank  Schaeffer,  Chairman  He- 
brew School  Committee. 

2.  During  procession  a  hymn  will 
be  chanted  by  Rev.  Kantor. 

,x    Opening  Prayer — Zelta  Daniels 

4.  Hvmn — "With  Sacred  Joy" — 
Class 

5.  Blessings  For  The  Torah — A. — 

First  Blessing — Doris  Levy 
b.  Blessings  For  The  Torah — B. — 
Second  Blessing — Florence  Gold- 
far  b 

7.  a.    To    the     Jewisli     Religion — 

Blossom  Halpern 

8.  b.    To    the    Torah.    or  Jewish 

Learning — Evelyn  Ostow 

9.  c.    To  the  Jewish  Home — Marion 

Gitelson 
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10.  d.    To    the    Synagogue — Muriel 

Jvottenberg 

11.  e.    To  Eretz  Israel — Pearl  Gold 

stein 

12.  f.    To     Jewish     Character  an<l 

Ideals — Eleanor  Stone 

13.  g.    The  Challenge  of  Jewish  Wo 

manhood  Today — A  Pledge  ol" 
Consecration — Phoebe  I  lonig 

1 4.  1  fymn — Hallelujah — -Class 

1.^.    ".\  Prayer" — a  poem  by  Phili]! 

M.  Raskin — Dorothy  Shapiro 
1().    Conferring  of   Certificates  and 

Blessing — Rabbi  I.  H.  Levintha! 
1  7.  Valedictory^ — Gladys  Hammer 
18.    Closing  Prayer  —  Edith  Kaui 

mann. 

1'4.  Procession  from  the  pulpit,  dur 
ing  which  the  Cantor  and  tb' 
Congregation  will  join  in  sing- 
ing Adon  Olam,  the  concludin:; 
Hymn  of  the  Festival  .Service, 
after  which  the  closing  benedit  - 
tion  was  pronounced  b\'  th" 
Rabbi. 

Teacher  in  charge  of  Coiisecratifm 
Class — Mrs.  Helen  Levinthal  Sukloff. 


CENTER  ACADEMY 

of  the 

BROOKLYN    JEWISH  CENTER 

Chartered  by  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York 

A  PROGRESSIVE  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL  .  .  .  COMPLETE  CUR- 
RICULUM Irom  KINDERGARTEN 
TO  EIGHTH  GRADE,  INCLUDING 
ARTS,  CRAFTS  and  SCIENCE 
.  .  .  COMBINED  WITH  A  FUN- 
DAMENTAL EDUCATION  IN 
HEBERW    and   JEWISH  CULTURE. 

Hours  8:45  a.m.  to  3:15  p.m. 


Center  Hebrew  School 

The  Daily  Hebrew  School  of  the 
Center  which  meets  afternoons 
and  Sunday  morning  is  now  open 
for  registration  of  children  — 
boys  and  girls,  for  the  coming 
Fall  term.  The  rates  are  moderate 
and  within  the  reach  of  the  aver- 
age Jewish  parent.  Our  school 
which  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  city  gives  its  pupils 
an  excellent  Jewish  training. 
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CLOSING  EXERCISES  OF 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

The  Sunday  School  held  its  clos- 
ing exercises  on  Sunday  morning, 
June  6th.  and  a  large  number  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  attended  the 
exercises.  Here  too  an  interesting  fea- 
tur  of  the  program  was  the  presenta- 
tion of  honor  certificates  to  the  chil- 
dren who  have  distingtiflshed  them- 
selves in  the  studies  during  the  past 
year. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  hon- 
or pupils : 

Ivindergarten — Aliss  Toby's  class  : 

1 .  J  oseph  Buchman 

2.  Leonard  Magnas 

3.  Arthur  K.  Serkis 
All  3  alike  are  excellent 

1st  Primary — Mr.  Stark's  class 
1st  Honor:  Lionel  Gelfard 
2nd  Honor :  Morris  Flamni  and 
Jerome  Goldberg 
2nd  Primary — Mr.  Jaffe's  class 
1st  Honor:  Enid  Brenner  and 

Shiela  GottHeb 
2nd  Honor :  Ethel  Steinberg  and 
Hannah  B.  Wiedman 
1st  Secondary — Mr.  Lowenfeld's  class 
1st  Honor:  Beth  Krimsky 
2nd  Honor :  PhyUis  Babbit  and 
Cydelle  Stone 
2nd  Secondary — Miss  Doris  P'einberg's 
class 

1st  Honor:  Rita  Berger 

2nd  Honor:  Florence  Dvvorkin, 

Carol  Filler  and  Aliriam  Mos- 

kowitz. 

3rd  Secondary  —  Miss  Evelyn  Fein- 
berg's  class 

1st  Honor :  Alan  Shack  and  Joan 
Sukloff 

2nd  Honor :  Telen  Feiler  and 
Franklin  Bass 
4th  Grade — Mr.  Irving  Rubin's  class 
1st  Honor:  Iris  Smith  and 

Rhoda  Hiesiger 
2nd  Honor :  Carol  Xemerov,  Rita 
Krefetz,  Ruth  Spielvogel 
1st  Rapid  Advance  Class — 
Miss  Kramer 
1st  Honor:  Shirley  Sholin  and 
Lawrence  Goldstein 
2nd  Honor :  Charlotte  Cohen  and 
Rosalyn  Miller 
2nd  Rapid  Advance  Class — 
Miss  Aaronson 
1st  Honor:  Serena  Weissman 
2nd  Honor :  Roslyn  Beilly 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  arc 
hereby  extended  to  the  following: 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  W.  P>ernard 
of  260  Brooklyn  Ave.,  upon  the  en- 
gagement of  their  daughter,  Edith  A., 
to  Mr.  Evans  D.  Cohen,  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Junior  Federation  of 
the  Brooklyn  Federation  of  Jewish 
Charities. 

Mr.  Herman  Baum.  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Svlvia  Marmelstcin  on 
June  20th. 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Coran  upon  his  mar- 
riage to  aMiss  Siiireen  Lenore  .\uerl)ach 
on  June  20th. 

Mr.  William  Rokeach.  whose  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Beulah  Z.  Mayer  was 
celebrated  on  June  17th. 

Mr.  Arthur  Green.stein.  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  Grcenstein  of  936  St. 
Marks  Avenue  upon  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Reggie  Nichols. 

Mr.  Henry  Hir.sch  of  136  Eastern 
Parkway  upon  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Myrtle  Gitelson  which  was  held  at  the 
Center  on  June  22nd. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Horwitz  of 
1380  Carroll  .St.  upon  the  marriage  of 
their  daughter  Florence  to  Mr.  Saul 
L.  Vladimer  on  Sunday,  June  20th. 

Mr.  Jack  Chizncr,  son  of  Mr.  Meyer 
Chizncr  of  1347  Eastern  Parkway, 
who  was  married  to  Miss  Sylvia  Siro- 
ty  on  June  23rd. 


PERSONALS 

Mr.  Jerome  Kurshan,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Oscar  Kurshan  of  583 
Crown  Street  was  awarded  the  mass 
l^rize  at  Columbia  College,  also  one 
year's  scholar.ship. 

Mr.  Melvin  Bernstein,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alex  Bernstein  of  1503  Pres- 
ident Street  graduated  from  St.  Johns 
College. 

Mr.  Israel  G.  Seeger,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  .Seeger  of  716  Mont- 
gomery Street  graduated  from  Brook- 
lyn Law  School,  ctmi  laude. 

Mr.  Max  H.  Levine  of  1025  St. 
Johns  Place  is  at  Yale  LTniversity  cele- 
brating his  twenty-fifth  reunion.  His 
daughter  Miriam  received  her  B..\. 
from  Long  Island  LTniversity. 

Doris  .Stark,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  .Samuel  .Stark  and  grandchild  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Groden,  gradu- 
ated from  Girls'  High  School,  receiv- 
ing a  gold  medal  for  "math"  and  the 
French  book  for  her  proficiency  in 
French. 

liest  wishes  for  a  s])eedy  recovery 
are  extended  to  Mrs.  Sol  Cohen  of 


THE  FORUM  AND 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

Announces  the  Opening 

oi  the 

1937  -  1938  SEASON 
OF  MONDAY  EVENING 

LECTURES  AND 
DISCUSSIONS 


r 


Mrs.  Pratikliii  D.  Roosevelt 

First  Lecture 
MONDAY  EVENING, 
OCTOBER  18.  1937 

• 

Speaker 

Mrs.  Franklin  D. 
ROOSEVELT 


125  Eastern  Parkway  who  is  at  the 
I c wish  Hospital. 

BAR  MITZVAH 

Congratulations  are  hereby  extend- 
ed to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Safier  of 
362  Crown  St..  upon  the  Bar  Mitzvah 
of  their  son,  Eugene  Irving,  which 
will  be  celebrated  at  the  Center  this 
Saturday  morning,  June  26th. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  OF  GIFTS 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  receipt 
ut  the  following  gifts: 
Library 

'I'he   Day    (71    books  through  the 
courtesy  of  Air.  David  Shapiro). 
Dr.  A.  Asen. 
Elias  Bernstein. 

Miss  Sylvia  Boskowitz,  in  memory 
ol  her  brother,  Bernard. 

Miss  Dorothy  Goldstein,  in  memory 
of  her  nephew  Bernard  Boskowitz. 

Airs.  L-ipkin,  in  memory  of  her  hus- 
band Mr.  j.  O.  Lipkin. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  S.  Rogosin. 

Airs.  Harris  Salit,  in  memory  of 
the  late  Air.  Harris  Salit. 
Center  Sisterhood. 

Dora  Zimmerman  .Sulow. 

Leo  \\'eitz. 

Air.    and    Airs.  Tobias  Zwerdling 
($50.00  in  honor  of  their  weddng). 
League  for  Labor  Palestine. 
Zionist  Organization  o\  America. 
Mrs.  1.  Gluckson. 
Rose  Reznikoff. 

Taleisim 

Air.  and  Airs.  .Sanuiel  Bernstein,  in 
honor  of  the  birth  of  a  daughter  to 
their  children.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Harold 
Rinzler. 


HOLY  DAYS  TICKETS 

A  fake  your  re.servations  for  .seats 
for  the  commg  High  Holy  Days  be- 
fore leaving  for  your  vacation.  Pre- 
ference as  to  location  of  seats  is  given 
to  members  making  reservations  early. 
Tickets  are  being  reserved  for  the 
services  to  be  conducted  in  the  main 
Synagogue,  as  well  as  in  the  Audi- 
torium. 


GYMNASIUM  AND  BATHS 
SUMMER  SCHEDULE 

Alonday— Men  3  P.  Al.  to  11  P.  Al 
Boys  3  P.  Al.  to  5  P.  Al. 
Women  10  A.  Al.  to  3  P.  M. 
Girls — 

Tuesday— Women  10  A.Al.  -  10  P.Al. 

Girls  3  P.  AL  to  5  P.  Al. 
Wednesdav— Alen  3  P.  AL  to  11  P.  AL 

Boys  3  P.  Al.  to  5  P.  Al. 

Women  10  A.  AL  to  3  P.  Al. 

Girls- 
Thursday— Alen  5  P.  Al.  to  11  P.  AL 

Bovs — 

Women  10  A.  Al.  to  5  P.  Al. 

Girls  3  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 
Fridav— Alen  2  P.  AL  to  6  P.  Al. 

Boys  2  P.  Al.  to  6  P.  AL 
.Sundays  and  Legal  Holidavs — 

Alen  10  A.  Al.  to  2  P.  Al.' 

Boys  2  P.  Al.  to  5  P.  AL 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 

The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Cen- 
tre :  ■ 

liernstein,  Dr.  Benjamin  AL 

Alarried  Physician 

Res.  183  Kingston  Ave. 

Proposed  by  Airs.  Afaurice  Finkel- 
stein  and  Irving  Lurie 
Goldberg,  AL 

Alarried  Alerchant 

Res.  410  Eastern  Parkway 

Bus.  31  Bond  Street 

Proposed  by  David  Tanenbaum   

and  Jacob  S.  Doner 
Pasner,  Nathan 

Retired 

Res.  1025  St.  Johns  Place 
Proposed  by  Samuel  Pasner 

Kebach.  Arthur 

L'nmarried  Attorney 
Bus.  51  Chambers  Street 

Remes,  Nathan  R. 
Alarried  Pipe  Supply 
Res.  804  Alontgomer\-  Street 
Bus,  Berry  and  North  13th  Street 
Proposed  by  Harry  Greene  and 
Jack  Leicher 

Roi)bins,  Hyman 
Lnmarried 

Res.  1460  Carroll  Street 
Proposed  by  Samuel  Robbins 
Schonbrun,  Joseph 
Alarried  Sign  Alfg. 
Res.  1137  {'resident  Street 
P.us.  824  St.  Johns  Place 
Proposed  by  Joseph  Cioldberg 


GYM  AND  BATHS  CLOSED  DURING 
THE  "NINE  DAYS" 

The  Gymnasium  and  llath.s  will  be 
closed  during  the  "nine  days"  ])re- 
ceding  Tisha  B'ab.  The  department 
will  close  on  Thursday  evening,  July 
8th  and  will  reopen  the  day  after 
Tisha  B'ab,  Alondav  morning,  Julv 
19th. 


SABBATH  SERVICES 

Kindling  of  Candles  at  8:16  P.  Al. 
Fridav  Evening  Services  'at  6 :00 
P.  M. 

Sabbath  Alorning  Services,  Scdrah 
Baulauk  will  commence  at  8 :45 
o'clock.  Rabbi  Levinthal  will  preach  on 
the  weeklv  portion  of  the  Torah. 

Alincha  Services  at  6:00  P.  M. 

Glass  in  Eia  Yaakob,  under  /the 
leadership  of  Air.  Benj.  Hirsh  at  5:00 
P.  Al. 

DAILY  SERVICES 

Alorning  Services  at  7 :00  and  8 :00 
o'clock. 

Alincha  Services  at  8:00  P.  AL 


WEBATUCK  INN 

Wmgdale,  N.  Y. 

Quiet  restful  place,  hilltop,  all  improve- 
ments, bathing,  swimming  pool, 
other  sports. 

• 

WRITE  FOR  BOOKLET 
• 

$16.00  and  $18.00  Weekly 

O.  W.  SCHREIBER,  Prop. 

Children— Half  Rates 

Telephone  Wingdale  58 


PARKSTON  HOUSE  & 
COUNTRY  CLUB 

Livingston  Manor,  N.  Y. 
P.  O.  BOX  C-416 
FRIEDMAN  BROS. 

Elevation  2.350  Ft. 

Private  Lake — Concrete  Swim- 
ming Pool  —  Tennis  Coiirts  — 
Hand  Ball  Courts — New  Casino 
— Golf  —  Social  and  Athletic 
Staff 

Modern  Hotel  — Camp — Sports 
Dietary  Laws  Observed 
Reasonable  Rates — Booklet 


Enjoy  Your  Vacation  at 
America's  Greatest  Spa 

RO— ED  MANSION 

J.  S.  S.  SOVATKIN 
108  Circular  Street 

Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 
OPEN  MAY  to  NOV. 

Dietary  Laws  Observed 
• 

Telephone 

N.  Y.  Office  Saratoga  Springs 

WOrth  2-5466  1576 

Management  Rose  S.  Goldberg 
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NEW  YEAR'S 
GREETINGS 


Express  your  New  Year's  greetings 
through  the  1937  Rosh  Hashanah  Issue 
of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review. 

This  is  the  modern  way  of  conveying 
your  good  wishes  to  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, and  the  cost  is  surprisingly  low — 
$2,  $3,  $5  and  over,  depending  upon 
space  desired. 

PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  NOW! 


JEWISH  NEWS  IN  REVIEW 

{Continued  from  page  11) 

to  eliminate  all  national  minorities 
from  the  professions. 

«  » 

The  Daily  Herald,  organ  of  the  Bri- 
tish Labor  party,  has  said  that  the 
Royal  Commission  which  had  been  in- 
vestigating conditions  in  Palestine  will, 
in  a  report  to  be  published  soon,  un- 
animously recommend  that  Palestme 
be  divided  into  an  Arab  state  and  a 
Jewish  state.  The  Jewish  state,  it  is 
said,  would  include  Galilee  and  extend 
from  Syria  to  Gaza  and  be  a  domin- 
ion in  the  British  commonwealth, 
while  the  x\rab  state,  which  would  ex- 
tend from  the  Sea  of  Galilee  to  Beer- 
sheba  across  the  Red  Sea,  is  to  be 
autonomous  under  the  Emir  of  Trans- 
jordania.  Jerusalem  and  Bethlehem, 
it  is  reported,  would  be  an  internation- 
al zone  under  British  mandate.  Other 
aspects  of  the  predicted  report  are  that 
Haifa  would  be  controlled  by  the  Bri- 
tish with  special  rights  for  the  Jews, 
that  the  Arabs  would  have  special 
rights  at  Jaffa,  and  that  there  would 
be  free  corridors  from  Jerusalem  tn 
the  Mediterranean  coast  and  the  Dead 
Sea  and  from  Haifa  to  the  Arab  state. 
From  three  to  five  years  would  be  re- 
quired to  create  these  states,  it  is  said 
the  report  will  suggest. 

«  » 

What  may  turn  out  to  be  an  effect- 
ive means  of  allaying  the  distrust  and 
hostility  of  the  Arab  toward  the  Jew 


is  the  publication  by  the  Jewish  Labor 
(Organization  in  Palestine  of  a  week- 
ly ])aper  in  the  Arabic  language.  The 
purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  acquaint 
the  Arabs  with  the  true  aims  of  Zion- 
ism and  the  objects  of  the  Jews  in 
Palestine. 

«  » 

If  we  are  to  judge  by  the  nature  of 
Father  Coughlin's  latest  ventiu'c  in  the 
realm  of  social  justice,  cither  no  Jews 
belong  to  the  working  class  or  else 
they  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits 
which  he  hoids  out  to  otiiers  of  that 
class.  In  announcing  the  formation  of 
organizations  known  as  "The  Work- 
ers' Council  for  .Social  Justice*',  whose 
objectives  on  behalf  of  labor  will  in- 
clude collective  bargaining  and  cfv 
operative  jnirchasing,  his  organ.  Social 
lustice.  has  declared  that  membership 
in  those  groups  will  ho  restricted  to 
Christians. 

«  » 

The  10,(X)0  Jews  residing  m  Upper 
Silesia  are  in  a  very  precarious  posi- 
tion. Until  now,  the  German-Polish 
treatv  of  May  15,  1922.  guaranteeing 
religious  freedom  to  minority  groups 
and  equality  to  all  citizens  in  that  ter- 
ritory, protected  the  Jews  there  from 
.\azi  oppression.  In  1933  the  League 
of  Nations  frustrated  an  attempt  by 
Germany  to  extend  its  ".\ryan"  legis- 
lation to  that  area.  The  treaty  termin- 
ates, however,  July  1.5,  and  it  seems 
improbable  that  it  will  be  renewed.  It 
is  expected  that  thereafter  the  Jews 


will  be  visited  with  the  same  ruinou.- 
consequences  which  have  been  the  af- 
fliction of  their  brethren  in  Germany 
and  in  Poland  . 

«  » 

Dr.  A.  L.  Sachar,  national  director 
of  the  Hillel  Foundations  of  B'nai 
B'rith,  has  reported  that  less  than  five 
per  cent  of  Jewish  students  have  a 
good  Jewish  background  when  enter- 
ing college.  Most  of  the  students  up- 
on entering  college  are  indifferent 
to  Judaism,  and  others,  though  inter- 
ested, are  woefully  ignorant  of  Jew- 
ish matters. 

«  » 

In  the  recent  election  campaign  for 
member  of  Parliment  in  Holland,  the 
.\azi  party,  supported  bv  German 
agents,  waged  virulent  and  violent  at- 
tacks against  the  Jews.  The  Xazis 
w  ere,  however,  signally  defeated.  They 
obtained  only  four  seats  in  Parliment 
and  their  total  vote  was  one  half  that 
gotten  two  years  previously.  Five 
Jews  will  be  included  in  the  New  Par- 
lament.  «  » 

X^azi  ])ro])agan(la  against  the  Jews 
has  finally  influenced  the  Japanese 
authorities.  An  order  has  been  issued 
by  the  police  prohibiting  the  Jew- 
ish communities  in  Yokohama  and  To- 
kio  from  collecting  money  for  the 
United  Palestine  Camimign.  The  po- 
lice were  not  satisfied  with  the  jiroofs 
which  the  leaders  of  the  cam]->aign  were 
oliligcd  to  furnish,  that  the  funds 
would  not  be  sent  to  Moscow  for  the 
Communisl  International. 


-  FOR  RENT  - 

6  ROOMS  WITH  3  BATHS    )  985  PARK  PLACE.  BROOKLYN 

7  ROOMS  WITH  3  BATHS     \  corner  Brooklyn  Avenue 

REASONABLE  RENTAL  —  FINE  LOCATION 
Hyman  Aaron         — :: —  Telephone:  PResident  4-5561 
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JEWISH  DEVELOPMENT  IN  PALESTINE 

{Coiiliiiucd  from  I'agc  15) 


to  do  so  if  he  can :  and  when  he  does — ■ 
he  is  usually  no  philanthropist — he  will 
use  Arab  or  Syrian  labour,  because  it 
is  the  cheapest.  These  enterprises  are 
frowned  upon  by  the  cunmiunally-niin- 
ded  Jews  and  are  not  the  vital  side  to 
lewish  development,  especially  in  the 
country.  It  is  the  ocmniunal  and  co- 
operative schemes  wliich  lead  the  way. 

The  main  difference  between  the  two 
is  tliat  a  communal  settlement  has  a 
colony  of  men  and  women  living  to- 
j^-ther,  working  an  area  of  land,  and 
sharing  the  profits  equally  among 
themselves.  The  co-operative  system 
gives  a  colony  a  split  area,  each  man 
having  an  equal  plot  of  land  and  keep- 
ing his  own  profits,  but  he  must  buy 
everything  from  the  co-operative  and 
>ell  everything  through  the  co-opera- 
tive organisations. 

The  co-operative  farming  scheme 
was  devised  as  a  "go-between"  for 
those  who  could  not  bring  themselves 
to  live  under  the  communal  scheme  and 
yet  were  not  capitalists.  Their  colon- 
ies are  usually  built  in  a  circle :  the 
farmers'  houses  are  on  the  outer  ring, 
and  stretching  outwards  is  a  plot  of 
land  on  which  they  may  garden  and 
usually  stall  a  cow  or  two,  their  poul- 
try, and  so  on.  In  the  middle  exist 
the  professions — doctors.  saddlers, 
shoemakers,  perhaps  a  small  sanator- 
ium or  hospital,  the  co-operative  store, 
school  and  so  forth.  Round  this  colo- 
ny extends  the  farming  land.  Some 
of  it  is  good  for  cereals,  some  for 
orchards,  some  for  afforestation  and 
some  for  market  gardenng.  In  each 
one  of  the  plots  used  for  diflferent 
l)urposes  each  farmer  has  his  own 
share,  and  he  and  his  family  work  it. 

In  theory  the  scheme  is  ideal ;  but 
as  with  so  many  theories  the  practical 
side  does  not  run  as  smoothly  as  it 
should.  Private  jealousies  crop  up — 
"A.'s  cow  gives  more  milk  than  mine," 
says  B,  "that's  whv  he  is  getting  on 
faster  than  1";  or  "B's  patch  in  the 
orchard  has  better  soil  than  mine, 
that's  why  he  is  thriving  faster."  Fric- 
tion arises,  and  this  is  one  point  which 
must  not  ap[)ear  ictr  tine  successful 
running  of  any  cooperative  enterprise. 

The  communal  settlers,  on  the  other 
hand,  work  the  entire  area  alloted  to 
them  in  toto.  Each  colonist  has  his 
or  her  function  to  perform.  All  the 
land,  all  the  implements,  all  the  live- 
stock, belong  equally  to  all.  The  work 


is  done  with  a  will  wich  takes  one's 
breath  away.  Happiness  and  health 
are  evident,  and  in  truth  it  is  a  system 
worthy  of  careful  study.  All  profits 
arc  \ml  in  the  communal  chest  for 
the  good  of  the  commune  as  a  whole. 
Part  goes  to  paying  of  debts,  part  to 
building  better  houses  for  the  colon- 
ists (some  of  whom  still  live  in  tents), 
part  to  bringing  out  old  parents  who 
have  been  left  behind,  and  so  on.  In 
these  communes  one  meets  the  queer 
phenomenon  of  children  who  have  ne- 
ver seen  money  and  do  not  know  its 
meaning,  for  money  is  seldom  visible, 
as  buying  and  selling  are  done  through 
the  co-operative  (therefore  a  book 
transaction)  and  an  elected  council 
deal  with  the  communal  chest. 

All  the  farming  in  Palestine  is  on 
the  intensive  system — it  must  be  so  to 
be  economical;  a  strict  rotation  of 
crops,  cows  are  stall  fed,  poultry  ni- 
tensively  fed.  If  the  rains  are  early, 
night-shifts  go  out  to  do  tractor  work, 
tilling  with  strong  headlights  on  their 
tractors.  Every  acre  tliat  does  not 
bear  ordinary  cultivation  is  pJanted 
with  trees. 

The  Jews  arc  rebuilding  a  land 
which  had  fallen  into  ruin.  Their 
happiness  in  this  is  great,  the  ideal- 
ism behind  it  poignant  and  courageous. 
J'hcy  are  a  tremendous  force  which 
has  arrived  and  means  to  stay  and, 
what  is  more,  will  stay.  The  Arabs, 
and  also  the  British,  gape  at  the  ex- 
jilosiveness  of  this  new  vitality. 


SHOLOM  ASCH  ON  THE 
JEWISH  BOOK 

{Continued  From  Page  7) 

"In  recent  years,  however,  we  arc 
seeing  the  old  spirit  revive.  We  are 
deriving  nachas  (pleasure)  from  Jew- 
ish activities,  such  as  the  upbuilding 
of  Palestine  and  the  revival  of  Yid- 
dish and  Hebrew  literature. 

"I  am  pleased  beyond  description 
to  see  Jews  of  various  groups  and 
alignments  assembled  here,  who  show 
such  an  interest  in  Jewish  literature. 
I  am  proud  of  you,  and  proud  that 
you  are  trying  to  establish  a  good 
Jewish  library,  I  shall  be  delighted  tu 
co-operate  with  you." 


i6S5  PITKIN  AVE 
BROOKLYN.  N  Y. 


Wedding 
Decorations 

Our  Specialty 


We  Carry  A  Complete 
Line  of 

FRUIT  BASKETS 

FOR  EVERY  OCCASION 


THE  BROOKLYN  JEWISH 
CENTER'S  OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 


Telephone:  Dickens  2-4000 
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Social  Justice  and  the  Rabbinical  Assembly 

(  Coiitiiiitcd  from  Page  8) 


Deal  with  its  humanitarian  emphasis 
and  its  recognition  of  the  primacy  of 
human  rights. 

In  particular,  we  are  gratihed  by 
the  success  of  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority  which  is  an  important  step 
forward  in  the  co-operative  ownershii) 
and  use  of  our  national  resources.  W  e 
hail  the  Wagner  Labor  Relations  Bill 
as  marking  the  official  recognition  by 
the  American  people  of  the  role  of  the 
Labor  Unions  in  advancing  the  social 
and  economic  institutions  of  labor  and 
thus  serving  the  welfare  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  as  a  whole. 

We  feel  that  the  balancing  of  gov- 
ernmental expenditures  would  be  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  nation.  We 
vigorously  oppose,  however,  the  at- 
tempt to  use  this  slogan  as  an  excuse 
for  curtailing  necessary  relief  and  un- 
employment expenditures.  In  time  of 
national  emergency,  whether  war  or 
depression,  it  is  difficult  to  balance  the 
budget  out  of  current  income.  If,  how- 
ever, the  budget  must  be  balanced  now, 
it  should  be  done  through  higher  taxes 
on  the  larger  income  classes,  a  proce- 
dure whch  is  just  and  equitable  at  a 
time  of  constantly  mounting  profits. 

Deeply  concerned  with  the  ills  of 
present  social  and  economic  condi- 
tions, we  are  convinced  that  these 
evils  can  be  remedied  only  through 
broad-visioned,  socially  advanced  leg- 
islation by  Congress,  supplemented  by 
State  action. 

We  therefore  welcome  as  a  practi- 
cal and  timely  proposal  the  President's 
plan  to  increase  the  number  of  Su- 
preme Court  Justices,  thus  infusing 
new  and  younger  blood  into  the  judi- 
cial system.  We  urge  the  adoption  of 
the  President's  plan  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  concurrently  with  the  initia- 
tion of  an  amendment,  to  deal  with 
the  need  of  judicial  reform  in  a  fun- 
damental manner.  Such  an  amendment 
is  to  be  clearly  viewed  as  a  supple- 
ment and  not  a  substitute  for  the 
President's  plan. 

The  Rabbinical  Assembly  has  con- 
sistently favored  the  adoption  of  the 
Child  Labor  Amendment  now  under 
consideration  before  various  State 
Legislations. 

We  are  encouraged  to  feel  that  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  religious 
leaders  and  laity  have  recognized  the 
importance  of  this  amendment  for  the 
physical  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
nation  and  have  given  it  their  sup- 
port. 


The  mounting  taritt'  walls  and  the 
economic  isolationism  of  modern  na- 
tions, the  growth  of  chauvinistic  na- 
tionalism, the  menace  of  Fascist  ex- 
pansion and  the  precipitated  race  for 
armaments  offers  scant  hope  for  en- 
during world  peace.  As  in  1917,  there 
are  those  who  in  the  name  of  ideals 
like  peace  or  democracy  or  social  pro- 
gress would  embroil  us  in  the  next 
conflagration.  We  believe  that  our 
passion  for  universal  peace  must  dic- 
tate a  plan  of  complete  neutrality  for 
the  United  States  in  the  event  of  such 
a  war.  The  nations  of  the  world 
should  be  warned,  while  peace  still 
prevails,  that  America  plans  to  re- 
main neutral  and  that  war  supplies 
and  credits  will  be  denied  any  and  all 
belligerents. 

We  consequently  fa\or  the  enact- 
ment by  Congress  of  legislation  which 
will  commit  xAmerica  publicly  and  by 
law  to  a  definite  policy  of  neutrality. 
This  policy  is  to  be  based  on  an  em- 
bargo of  war  implements  and  ma- 
terials, manufactures  and  foodstuffs, 
and  credit  facilities  to  all  belligerents, 
as  well  as  a  prohibition  of  travel  to 
American  citizens  on  belligerent  ves- 
sels or  in  belligerent  territories,  except 
at  their  own  risk. 

We  condemn  the  Hill-Sheppard  Bill 
as  laying  the  foundations  for  a  mili- 
tary dictatorship  and  .Fascism  in 
America,  and  urge  all  lovers  of  peace 
and  freedom  to  register  an  effective 
protest  against  this  measure. 

The  conflict  in  Spain  between  the 
accredited  legally  elected  government 
and  the  Facist  rebels  is  of  signal  im- 
portance as  fore-shadowing  the  world 
struggle  between  democracy  and  the 
forces  of  repression.  We  are  particu- 
larly heartened  by  the  active  support 
given  by  large  sections  of  the  clergy, 
particularly  in  the  Basque  country,  to 
the  Loyalist  Government,  which  has 
made  democracy  and  social  progress  its 
watchwords. 

We  urge  all  Americans  to  contri- 
bute to  such  humanitarian  and  non- 
military  funds  as  the  Committee  to  Aid 
Spanish  Democracy. 

In  spite  of  the  widespread  li])  ser- 
vice to  liberalism  and  academic  free- 
dom indulged  in  by  Americans  gen- 
erally and  by  American  universit\' 
presidents  in  particular,  we  have  never 
given  the  same  unequivocal  loyalty  to 
these  causes  as  have  the  British  uni- 
versities. They  have  practically  all  re- 
fused to  lend  their  prestige  to  the  Nazi 


j)ropaganda  machine  which  will  utilize 
the  Gottingen  University  Celebration 
lor  its  own  vicious  ends.  Many  im- 
portant American  institutions  of  learn- 
ing on  the  other  hand  have  shown  no 
such  sincerity  and  courage.  We  call 
upon  those  universities  that  have  ac- 
cepted the  invitation,  to  withdraw  their 
acceptance  and  thus  demonstrate  their 
genuine  loyalty  to  the  ideals  of  human 
freedon;  and  untrammelled  scholarly 
and  scientific  research. 

The  rumored  overtures  recently 
made  by  the  French  and  British  gov- 
erments  to  our  own,  regarding  the 
calling  of  a  disarmament  conference, 
appears  visionary  in  its  extreme  at  the 
present  juncture  of  affairs.  Neverthe- 
less, the  proposal  ought  to  find  a  warm 
response  in  the  hearts  of  the  American 
people. 

\Vhate\er  little  success  may  attend 
the  work  of  such  a  conference  would 
lie  a  gain.  Aloreover,  it  is  not  beyond 
the  realm  of  possibility  that  the  world- 
wide peace  sentiment  coupled  with  the 
fear  of  modern  war  and  its  uncertain- 
ties, might  contribute  tangible  results 
on  behalf  of  disarmament  and  peace. 


JEWS  IN  ITALY 

{Coiifiiiucd  from  Page  6) 
evidenced  by  a  number  of  articles  in 
the  "Regime  Facista",  but  they  also 
disapprove  of  the  idea  of  a  united 
Israel.  Italians  are  Italians,  with  no 
distinction  of  race  whatever  their  re- 
ligious faith  may  he.  In  other  words, 
a  Jew  is  a  Jew  in  religion  only  and 
must  ha\e  no  other  aspirations. 
Whether  this  will  remain  the  ideo- 
logy of  the  Fascist  party  is  hard  to 
determine.  It  is  difficult  to  read  and 
interpret  the  workings  of  the  mind  of 
an  ordinary  man,  and  how  much  more 
difficult  is  it  to  prognosticate  the  whims 
of  a  Dictator.  Watchful  waiting  is 
the  only  reply. 

THE  letter  below  was  written  by 
Sidney  Howard,  the  playwright,  and 
Sinclair  Lewis,  novelist,  in  reply  to  a 
query  from  Hans  Bartsch,  Berlin  thea- 
trical director,  regarding  their  antece- 
dents : 

"Dear  Mr.  Bartsch: 

I  am  afraid  that  with  deep  re- 
gret we  shall  be  unable  to  give  you 
certificates  guaranteeing  that  we 
are  Aryan.  Who  knows  what  ances- 
tors we  may  have  had  in  the  last 
few  hundred  years  "  W  e  really 
are  as  ignorant  of  them  as  even 
Hitler  is  of  his.  In  answering, 
please  use  our  proper  legal  names : 
Sidney  Horowitz,  Sinclair  Levy." 
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A  MINISTER'S  CREDO 

{Continued  from  Page  4} 

narrowness  and  prejudice  and  a  clo.-^ed 
mind. 

We  need  to  establish  as  many  friend- 
ly contacts  as  possible  with  people  of 
other  groups  or  traditions  or  races  or 
religions.  I  have  been  amazed  and  de- 
lighted at  the  number  of  Christians 
whose  prejudice  has  been  dissolved 
because  of  their  experience  with  skill- 
ful and  sympathetic  Jewish  doctors 
and  dentists.  In  my  own  case  my  re- 
spect and  affection  for  Jews  has  been 
greatly  increased  through  my  friendly 
relations  with  such  men  as  Rabbi  I.ev- 
inthal  and  Rabbi  Issac  Landman. 

We  need  to  build  up  as  many  co- 
operative relations  as  possible  between 
different  groups.  In  working  together 
for  peace  and  social  justice  there  de 
velops  a  mutual  respect  and  love.  It 
makes  us  who  are  Christians  very 
humble  when  we  realize  that  our  Jew- 
ish friends  have  not  only  pulled  to- 
gether to  help  those  who  have  been 
persecuted  and  exiled  from  Germany, 
but  they  have  rendered  invaluable  aid 
to  the  Christian  refugees.  The  cause 
of  peace  and  human  justice  is  above 


race  or  religion  or  color. 

We  need  lastly  to  have  an  infinite 
patience.  One  reason  for  dictatorships 
is  impatience.  The  dictator  cuts  red 
tape  and  goes  straight  to  the  mark. 
The  methods  of  liberty  and  democracy 
take  time  and  depend  upon  persistent 
education  and  plenty  of  opportunity 
for  free  and  open  discussion.  The 
world  waits  long  for  the  era  visioned 
by  the  prophets  when  the  lion  will  lie 
down  with  the  lamb,  and  when  swords 
will  be  beaten  into  plowshares. 

For  us  who  believe  in  one  God  wlvj 
is  the  Father  of  all  the  family  of  man- 
kind, today  is  a  day  of  agonized  pray- 
ing and  waiting.  But  to  us  who  believe 
that  God  has  decreed  and  is  working 
for  a  world  of  peace  and  co-operation 
and  justice,  there  is  infinite  value  m 
every  effort  to  allay  prejudice,  to 
bring  sympathy  and  to  promote  right- 
eousness. And  in  all  essentials  Jew 
and  Christian  can  work  together. 


PROFESSOR  MAMLOCK 

{Continued  from  Page  10) 
That  won't  be  lacking,  Herr  Com- 


missar, right ;  but  on  what  side  arc 
the  fighters  here,  and  on  what  side 
the  toadies  ?  Where's  the  last  knight 
here,  the  soldier  of  his  conviction.^, 
and  where  .  .  .  the  others?  Open  your 
eyes,  Herr  Commissar !'' 

Dr.  Hellpachs  eyes  were  blazing. 
"T  forbid  this  insult!" 

"Go  on  bellowing  at  me,  Herr  Com- 
missar. A  sergeant  never  won  a  bat- 
tle and  a  hangman  isn't  a  soldier  by 
a  long  shot." 

Dr.  Hellpach  /  sent  Dr.  laige  out. 
Then  he  demanded  the  signature  of 
Professor  iMamlock  himself  to  the 
statement.  "You  may  add  that  you  re- 
gret the  incident  and  the  words,"  he 
.said.  "And  I  give  you  ten  minutes 
to  think  it  over." 

He  strode  out. 

Professor  Mamlock  looked  after 
him.  His  lips  moved,  as  though  ex- 
pressing thoughts  that  were  pressing 
on  his  brain.  Suddenly  he  seized  the 
signed  statement  and  tore  it  into 
shreds.  From  his  pocket  he  drew  out 
a  revolver.  Before  anyone  could  stop 
him  he  sent  a  bullet  into  his  heart. 
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HE  strength  of  the  mutual  principle,  as  practiced  in  the  in- 


1  surance  and  banking  fields,  could  best  be  indicated  by  a 
mere  recital  of  the  gigantic  business  organizations,  such 
as  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company,  the  Bowery  Savings  Bank,  and  the  count- 
less other  banks  and  insurance  institutions,  based  upon  the 
maxim  of  profits  only  for  policy  holders  or  depositor. 

No  stockholders  may  receive  dividends  under  the  Mutual  Com- 
pany's method  of  operation.  By  law,  profits  are  automatically 
either  actually  turned  back  to  the  policyholder  or  partially  left 
in  the  company's  surplus  as  reserve  for  depressions  to  come. 
Profit  belongs  to  the  owners  of  the  Company — and  every  policy- 
holder is  a  member  of  the  corporation,  and  each  policyholder 
has  no  greater  interest  than  any  other. 

This  is  the  basis  and  principle  upon  which  is  founded  the 


Saving  its  Policyholders  20%  on  their  Owners,  Landlords, 
Tenants  and  Elevator  Liability  Insurance. 
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